Scripture Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16
1

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling
you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with
one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
7

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is
why it says:
“When he ascended on high,
he took many captives
and gave gifts to his people.”
9

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower,
earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
13
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
14

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the
head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work.
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Announcements / Birthdays & Anniversaries
Time of Reflection

Pianist: Joel Blair

**Call to Worship
Liturgist: Bill Brueck
L: Out of the depths, O Lord, we cry to you.
P: O God, hear our prayers and supplications.
L: Let your ears hear the anguish of our pleas.
P: For you alone our souls wait with longing.
L: Wait for the Lord, more than those who wait for the morning.
P: We place our hope in you, O God,
and in the power of your steadfast love.
L: Come! Let us worship/pray.
**Hymn

Forever

Children’s Sermon

Pastor Bill & Sheila
Dean Murray

Joys and Concerns / Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven; hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done; on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.
**Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Scriptures:

Ephesians 4:1-16

Hymn #547 (UMH)

O Church of God United

Message

What an Adventure!

Pastor Bill Hoffman

Celebration of Holy Communion
Giving of Our Tithes and Offering - Please sign Pew Pad.
**Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below,
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
**Offertory Prayer
God of love and mercy, our world is filled with misery and despair. From our
bounty, receive these gifts in your service, that those with less may not suffer
from want. And when our fortunes are reversed, may we receive with the same
grace and gratitude that we have offered our gifts this day. In your holy name, we
pray. Amen.
**Hymn #664 (UMH)

Sent Forth by God’s blessing

Benediction / Greeting/ Postlude
Prayer for Living Expectantly
Gracious and Life-Giving God,
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, like a mighty wind and tongues of fire, to
unleash our churches to see kingdom visions, to dream your dreams, and
to prophesy to your saving grace and justice.
 Revive the power of the gospel in the hearts of our clergy and lay
leadership and prosper their words and works, so that all nations may
hear the good news in their own tongues.
 Boldly use me, without limits, delays or excuses, to be a living praise and
witness to your love throughout all the earth and a blessing to all creation.
 Create in me an expectant heart, eager to receive your Spirit gifts and
guidance to the glory of Jesus Christ, in whose precious and powerful
name I pray. Amen.

