
 

 
From Pastor Tony 
There are two Christian holidays in February this year.  February 14th is the Feast Day of St. Valentine.  

This has been co-opted in our culture into Valentine’s Day.  The other holiday is Ash Wednesday, which 

marks the beginning of the Season of Lent and falls on February 17th this year.   

 

The Christian martyr Valentine shared the love and Good News of Jesus to others.  We are told through 

ancient records about the Martyr Valentinus who died on the 14th of February in 269 AD on the Via 

Flaminia close to the Milvian Bridge in Rome.  This is the same bridge where couples in love still today 

attach love padlocks as a token of love, then throw the key into the Tiber River. 

 

According to church tradition, Valentinus, was jailed in the third century for being a Christian.  Just before his execution, 

he demonstrated his love and the loving grace of Jesus by curing the blind daughter of the judge who sentenced him to 

death.  Even though he was facing death, Valentinus did not stop living out his faith. 

 

Sometimes the consideration of our morality can help us see what is most important among the many things that 

compete for our attention in our crowded lives. 

 

On Ash Wednesday the traditional practice of the Church is to confront our own mortality within the context of the 

community of faith.  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  Perhaps knowing that our earthly lives 

will someday come to an end helps us to focus on what is important. 

 

George Kinder is a financial planner who is known for asking the “Big Three Questions.”  Please take a moment and 

consider these as we prepare to enter the season of Lent… 

1. “Assume that you've got all the money you need. Maybe you're not Warren Buffett, but you'll never have to 

worry about money again.  

• What would you do with it?  

• How would you live?  

2. “You go to the doctor, who discovers you have a rare illness. He says that you're going to feel perfectly fine for 

the next five years, but then the illness will prove fatal. It will come suddenly, causing no suffering.  

• Now that you know that your life will be over in five years, how will you live it?  

• What will you do?"  

3. “You go to the doctor. You feel perfectly healthy. Again the doctor explains that you have a serious illness. But 

this time the doctor says, ‘You have only 24 hours to live.’ 

• What did you miss?  

• Who did you not get to be?  

• What did you not get to do?  

 

Ask you consider your answers to these questions, how might you live your life differently during these 40 days of Lent 

this year?  How might you be like St Valentine as you live out your faith in showing the love of Jesus to others? 

 

During Lent we will be learning how to hold onto hope in troubling times as we study the book, Love is the Way by 

Bishop Michael Curry.  Look inside this newsletter for more information about this special study. 

 

As we plan to most the most out of the rest of our lives, May God Bless us! 

Pine Island United Methodist Church 

200 North Main, PO Box 8, Pine Island, MN 55963 

www.piumc.org  – (507) 356-4553 

http://www.piumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/piumc


 
January 27, 2021 
Tony and Joleen Fink 
By Cheryl Finnegan 
 
Joleen met Tony Fink at a Methodist Church Dance (Rochester) when she 
and a group of girlfriends were out for a fun, safe dance. At first, Tony 
thought she was a nun from Assisi Heights. He had brought people from the 
Evangel UMC Singles Ministry to the dance.  
 
Joleen was born in Utah. They lived in the Twin Cities until her father got a 
job at IBM in Rochester. Joleen was in second grade at the time, and years 
later, graduated from John Marshall High School. She attended Concordia 
College and studied Music Education. Afterwards, she taught Preschool-12th Grade music, including classroom music and 
band. 
 
Tony was born in Hopkins, which is now a suburb west of Minneapolis. He studied music education at Drake University 
in Des Moines, then switched major to Sociology. Halfway through college he responded to an earlier call to ministry. 
One time, in high school, he thought about being a pastor, but dismissed it, thinking that he would have a career as a 
professional musician. One Sunday at Grace UMC in Des Moines, during coffee fellowship at church, he talked a the man 
and offhandedly mentioned his earlier thoughts about ministry.  It turned out that this man was the Chair of the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee, the group with responsibility for recruiting people for the ministry. He wouldn’t let Tony 
leave the Fellowship Hall until Tony agreed to talk to the pastor. Tony said, “The pastor wouldn’t let me leave his office 
until I agreed to start the candidacy process for ministry. That late morning, when I walked back to Drake, I felt like a 
burden lifted from my shoulders.” 
 
After graduating from Drake, Tony studied at Garret Evangelical Theological Seminary which is located in the middle of 
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.  Since graduating from Garrett, he has served churches in Minnesota at: 

1. Thief River Falls 
2. Rochester (Evangel) 
3. St. Clair & Beauford (outside of Mankato) 
4. Preston & Lanesboro 
5. Caledonia  
6. Fairmont 
7. Pine Island 

 
Joleen said, “We are fortunate that when we have moved, I found a music education job at each place.” Today as a 
retired teacher, Joleen cares for her granddaughter Clara while Clara’s mother Betsy is at work. She also sews specialized 
adaptive clothing for children with medical disabilities. Joleen started doing this as she sewed specialized items for their 
granddaughter who needed a series of surgeries. The medical teams who saw it were impressed and said that other 
families were in need of similar items.  The clothing accommodates medical devices such as casts, braces, and external 
medical devices. She makes some of the clothing herself, while other items are custom made from clothing she 
purchases. She also offers accommodated swimwear. 
 
In addition to music, the couple has much more in common, including German ancestors. Joleen also has Irish, Scottish, 
Swedish, and Norwegian blood. For fun, they like to camp in Chester Woods and other State and National Parks.  When 
it is warm enough, they like to take walks together.  Joleen and Tony also enjoy dancing (a former District 
Superintendent of theirs encouraged the pastors and spouses to take ballroom dancing lessons as a group at Assisi 
Heights) and watching movies (especially ones that are uplifting). Joleen said that they are planning to check out the 
Ballroom Dancing Club that meets in Rochester, which they were previously a part of while living in Preston and 
Caledonia, once things open up again after the pandemic. She is a member of Rochester Woodcarvers, and her father, 
Everett Ellenwood, is an internationally renowned woodcarver.  
 



Tony and Joleen have four children and three grandchildren. Their daughter Betsy, the oldest, is a legal representative 
for Mayo. Her 14-month-old daughter, Clara, was born on Halloween a year and a half ago. Their son David is a Master 
Sergeant in the Army, serving as Battalion Operations Sergeant in Miami. He has two children, Makenzie and Everett. 
Ben is the Theater and Events Technical Coordinator at the University of Minnesota, Morris.  As a student at Concordia 
College in Moorhead, Ben met Hannah who was also a student there and who first saw Ben as the lead in the college’s 
musical.  Ben is married to Hannah Amundson who is an Associate Director of Admissions at U of M, Morris.  Before 
working there, Hannah taught High School English in Fargo and in Herman. Joe, their youngest, graduated from Drake 
with a Doctor of Pharmacy and is an Expert Global Trial Manager at Novartis in New Jersey. His girlfriend, Liz, who he 
met while they were both Fellows at Rutgers, is also a pharmacist working as a researcher for Merck. 
 
Tony said “I love being here. Here in Pine Island it is like living in a picture postcard, as I walk past the ice rink with 
people young and old skating, with the river flowing through town. The merchants downtown are friendly and 
welcoming.” 
 
The couple came here when pandemic restrictions were in place. They walked around Pine Island to talk to members of 
the congregation at a social distance. During the summer, services were held in the parking lot. When the weather got 
cold, Tony and the congregation handled the COVID crisis by meeting online for worship and coffee fellowship. The 
congregation, especially Tony and Joleen, are looking forward to the time when we can safely get together in person.  
 
Tony said, “The ministry of a church continues on whether the church doors are open to large gatherings or not.”  
 
Tony addressed the question of increasing the attendance of young people. He pointed out that the plan to decorate the 
Christmas tree attracted 12 youth and adults. In addition, a virtual youth retreat will be held on February 3 with many 
youth planning to participate. 
 
Issues raised before the spring 2020 United Methodist General Conference will be handled in September of 2021. Tony 
commented, “There have always been controversies in our denomination, but they change from decade to decade. I 
hope we can take a breath and remember what the church is about. The main thing is being faithful to Jesus, loving one 
another, and inviting new persons to have faith in him.”  Asked about the Pine Island congregation, Tony said, “The 
more churches I have been in, the more I see that people are the same. Same personalities, just different names. 
Everybody’s good. People are the same – they need to be loved. Love and grace – all people have trials and hardship 
that we are not aware of.” 
 
Tony concluded, “We love the church and the congregation.” 

  



Year End Survey Results 
 

Thanks for those who participated in our four question Year End Survey! 

 

Our Favorite Memories included  

• Being able to sit in the parking lot and listen on our radios, after months of not being able to do so. 

• Offering our fond farewells to the Hoffmans and warm welcomes to the Finks 

• Joining together with family in new ways as a result of COVID-19 

 

Our Favorite Ministries included… 

• Ministries of home visits and phone calls 

• Worshiping together in safe ways 

• Staying connected with loved ones and our church family in new ways 

 

Most Important Goals for 2021 

 
“Other” responses included  

• staying connected, especially with those without technology 

• Increasing our hospitality to all persons 

 

What We Are Looking Forward to in 2021 included 

• Getting back together with family and our church friends 

• Better conditions both nationally and internationally 

• Having a strong sense of direction and purpose as a congregation 

• Goats who are kidding and new birth 

• New leaders and workers stepping up in church 

 

 

 

 



 
Dear Members and Friends of Pine Island United Methodist Church, 

 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
 

It is with joy we report our apportionments have been paid in full once 

again this past year! 

 

Thank you to each and every one of you for the support you have given your church 

community through this difficult time caused by the pandemic. We are amazed and 

thankful for your faithful support.  COVID-19 has changed the way our church is 

accomplishing its mission. As you know, it has been our primary concern to keep our 

parishioners, our staff, and our community safe. Yet we have remained faithful to our 

call to worship our Lord and to love our neighbor, all while continuing to serve our 

community. 

 

In 2020, we have found new ways to worship Jesus our Lord together and new ways to care for one another.  We have 

increased the ways we keep our members informed and have made phone calls to make sure our members are safe, 

healthy, and connected.  Your faithful giving combined with unusual outside sources of income, have allowed us to keep 

our doors open and our ministry to continue, and in some cases, enhanced.  Worship has taken place in our parking lot 

and over the Internet – with new persons from across Minnesota and the United Methodist States joining us to praise 

God.  Bulletins and weekly sermons have been mailed to our members who do not have access to the Internet.  And we 

remain hopeful and optimistic as we begin to make plans for the blessed future that God has in store for our 

congregation! 

 

We indeed are looking forward to being in ministry together in 2021.  We are making plans to reach out to our 

community and respond to some specific needs of our community.  We are even now working on making our worship 

available to a wider audience than we dreamed of just a year ago – while making 

preparations for the day when we can safely join together side by side to worship 

God.  We are making preparations to do an even better job of welcoming new 

persons into our church family.  2021 will be a wonderful and blessed year! 

 

Again, whether they have been given through the mail, online, directly through your 

bank, or in the offering plate held along the alley, we are amazed and thankful for the 

many ways in which you have financially supported our congregation, and continued 

to pray for, participate in, and serve Jesus in these unprecedented times.  We invite 

you to continue your faithfulness and generosity as we begin 2021. 

 

May God Continue to Bless You and Our Congregation! 

 

Online Electronic Giving… 

 

This year we were able to implement a new electronic donation system. We partnered with Vanco to provide 

this convenient method for our congregation to electronically make a church contribution. We are excited to 

share this news with you, and we have been able to increase our donors each month.  

 

If you are not aware of this new electronic giving system, we have included the link for you to access below. 

https://piumc.org/donations/  

 

If you use a smart phone, you can simply capture the image to the right with your smart 

phone and it will take you directly to the link. 

Thanks, 

Jodie 

https://piumc.org/donations/


 
2021 Pine Island UMC Lenten Study 
 

For Lent this year, we will be using the book, Love is the Way: Holding onto 

Hope in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry 

 

Walk the path of love with one of the warmest, most beloved 

spiritual leaders of our time, and learn how to put faith into action. 

 

The way of love is essential for addressing the seemingly insurmountable 

challenges facing the world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, deep ideological 

divisions, competing claims to speak for God. This book will lead readers to 

discover the gifts they need in order to live the way of love: deep reservoirs of 

hope and resilience, simple wisdom, the discipline of nonviolence, and 

unshakable regard for human dignity.  

 

As the descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael Curry’s life illustrates massive 

changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry when he delivered his sermon on the redemptive 

power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. Here, he expands 

on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons 

from his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows us how 

America came this far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further. 

 

Want to know a bit more?  Here is a Today Show interview from last September about Bishop Curry’s new 

book… 

https://www.today.com/video/bishop-michael-curry-talks-about-his-new-book-love-is-the-way-92307013574 

 

If you’d like to join those who have already said they want to be part of the study, let Pastor 

Tony know by calling the church office at (507) 356-4553, or by email at tonypiumc@gmail.com.  

 

Midweek News Weekly Email  

If you are new to our Midweek News 

Weekly Email  
 

If you are new to our congregation, you need to know that we send 

out a weekly email each Wednesday with the four or five things about 

Pine Island UMC that you will want to know about.  On Friday, a 

weekend edition is sent out to help us prepare for worship. 

 

This is your source of up-to-date news about what’s happening! 

 

Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News.  If you have not received any issues, (after you have 

checked your “junk mail” folder) please call the church office so that we can add you to the list. 

 

If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues to you. 

 

Be sure to stay connected and in the know by reading your midweek news! 

https://www.today.com/video/bishop-michael-curry-talks-about-his-new-book-love-is-the-way-92307013574
mailto:tonypiumc@gmail.com


`Thank you all for your past support of The Remember Project.  

I will be sending you each an invitation to our preview events of "In 

the Garden" so that you can participate in the preview and share 

your experience with your faith communities. This portrayal of a 

family being unexpectedly forced to confront dementia is quite 

powerful and brings forth a number of questions. What makes up a person? 

What happens when we lose the accumulation of our memories? If we forget, are 

we forgotten? Should decisions about us be made without us? 
I would appreciate if you could include something from the following information in your February 
newsletter’s about this upcoming event. I will follow up with specific event dates once they have been 
confirmed.  
Thank you again for your support. 

Marie 
 
The Remember Project Dementia Awareness Tour's next theatrical video events featuring "In the Garden" will be 
offered between mid-Februarys and early April. Pine Island will host 4 events during that time frame. This play is longer 
at about 40 minutes; the entire Zoom experience will last for two hours including 2 small group conversations pertaining 
to your feelings about the performance. 
 

 
Souper Bowl of Caring on February 7th! 
In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single 

youth group:  

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,  

help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

 

Since then, more than $160 million has been generated for local 
charities across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that 

transforms the time around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and caring for those in 

need.  

 

Through this mission, young people learn to make a positive difference in the world as they collect food, raise 

money and serve at hunger-relief charities and show caring and compassion in local communities across the 

country.  

 

Share in God’s love for our neighbors in need and give generously on Souper Bowl Sunday. All of the 

donations collected will go directly to our Souper Bowl of Caring Charity of Choice: The Pine Island Food 

Shelf. 

 

We will be collecting for the Souper Bowl the week before and the week after the Superbowl (February 7th).  

Please be generous for the sake of those in need as you mail in your donation or give online at 

https://piumc.org/donations/ 

 

 

 

 

https://piumc.org/donations/


Pine Island Baby Closet  
Dear Congregation, 
 
Our church will be starting a new Pine Island Baby 
Closet ministry for families in need of help. The pandemic 
and financial circumstances related to unemployment and 
underemployment has created difficult circumstances for families. We 
will help meet the physical needs of preemies, newborns, babies and toddlers up 
to age 15 months.  
 
The closet will open in mid-march. The closet will be available to families that live 
within a 15-mile radius of Pine Island, but we will work to help all families that 
come to us in need of assistance. 
 
We will be accepting donations of baby clothing from size preemie up to 24 
months including new or gently used shirts (both long and short sleeved), pants, 
shorts, dresses, skirts, sleepers, onesies, pajamas, bibs, swimwear, newborn hats, 
booties, stockings, coats, snowsuits, hats, mittens, receiving blankets, blankets, 
burp cloths, nursing pillows, wash cloths, baby hangers. We will also accept 
donations of unopened formula, baby bath wash, new bottles, new pacifiers, new 
sippy cups, new baby thermometers, disposable diapers of any brand, unscented 
baby wipes, and baby laundry soaps. Cash donations are always helpful in order 
for us to purchase items as they are needed especially as we get the baby closet 
up and running.  
 
We will not be accepting items such as cribs, strollers, swings, bouncers, playpens, 
changing tables, baby monitors, car seats, tubs, and breast pumps. If you have 
these items and you would like to give them to a family, we will work to connect 

you and your donation to a family in need.  
 
Families in the community appreciate all of your donations!  



Sunday “Coffee  

Fellowship”  
Join us on Sunday! 

 

We will start meeting on "Google Meet" about 5 or 10 

minutes after the service ends... (Or as soon as Pastor Tony 

can make it from the Sanctuary to the Pastor’s Study!) 

 

Here is the link: 

https://meet.google.com/mtm-kupj-mms 

 

(The link will also be in the Friday Weekend 

Edition of the Midweek News – and at 

www.piumc.org .) 
 

We hope that you can join us – and your 

friends from around the county who are 

joining in!!! 

 

If you don’t have internet access, you can still call in with your phone and be a part of the 

conversation.  Call the Pastor Tony at the church office (507) 356-4553 for more information. 

 
 

Dakota Wesleyan University – Nonprofit Church Leadership Program  
Pastor Tony is in the 2020-2021 cohort of the Nonprofit Church Leadership Program at Dakota Wesleyan 

University.  Because of the pandemic, the classes and gatherings of this 

Graduate Certificate program are being held online.  Pastor Tony joins 

with pastors from across the United States and from a variety of church 

denominations.  Dakota Wesleyan University is located in Mitchell, South 

Dakota. 

 

On January 11th and 12th, I gave a presentation describing our process and 

successes of our Strategic Planning Retreat and our short-term 

congregational goals that came out of our October retreat.  Thank your again to everyone who planned this 

retreat, helped us prepare, or attended on October 10th.  This presentation was recorded, so please let me 

know if you are interested in seeing it. 

 

We have begun our next course which is Stewarding Vision: Strategy Design, Implementation and 

Evaluation taught by Dr. Lawrence "Buddy" Holt.  This course will increase my knowledge and application of 

strategic planning and implementation within our ministry. We will evaluate the best practices in strategic 

organizational development from non-church sources and seek to synthesize this information in a modern 

church context. This will be a helpful course for us in Pine Island because we have recently held our Strategic 

Planning Retreat last October. 

 

Please let Pastor Tony know if you want to learn more about this Graduate Certificate Program in Nonprofit 

Church Leadership. 

 

https://meet.google.com/mtm-kupj-mms
http://www.piumc.org/


  

Prayer Joys & Concerns  
▪ Prayers for family and friends of  Lyle Dahlgren, Sherry Brown, Birdy Lindsey, 

Tamiyah Marshall, Tyler Weber, Les Vanderhoff, Chnika Blair of St. Paul.  

Prayers for Denny Riese, Cecile Viltin, Maggie Nei, Susan Moffitt, Rosie Walz, 

Wendell Meyer, The Miller Family (Emily, Adam, Josie, Aaron, Milo, Sam, & Emily’s 

mom), Theresa Vanderhoff, Coleen Vanderhoff, Sherry Brown, Susan Moffitt, Dawn 

Rohl, & people with COVID-19. 

Prayers for all churches as they minister during the pandemic and plan for and/or begin in-person 

worship.  

Prayers for The United Methodist Church as we consider our ministry to all who Jesus loves 

Prayers for Baiwala UMC & school in Sierra Leone.  

Thanks for blessings. 

 

 

 

 

 

PINE ISLAND SHARING SHELVES 
 The items we will collect in February 

Bottled Juices, Coffee, Hot Chocolate, Flour, Sugar, Cooking Oil 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Some Words of Thanks! 
Happy New Year 
I hope and pray that 2021 will be better than year 2020. 
Take care & stay well. 
Please wear your face mask.  Thank you for the Christmas 
goodies Vicki & Rachel. It was great seeing you.  Short but 
Good. 
Love to all.  
Josephine  
 
Dear: Congregation 
We want to thank several people from our church family 
who kept in touch with us over the holidays, assuring us of 
their prayers and caring as we recover from our tragic car 
accident.  Your treats, visits, cards, and letters were much 
appreciated. We thank you.  
We also pray for the congregation and Pastor as you plan 
for the church future.  
Ken & Mardelle Rueber 
 
Dear: Congregation 
Thanks for the call and the info. Pine Island still seems like 
home for us, and it feels good to keep in touch. If anyone 
is interested in a card shower for Bob Mapel, his 80th 
birthday. Which is Sunday February 7th.Our address is 
11460 W 69th Way, 
Arvada Co, 80004. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candice Deikman  February 02 
John Hoehne   February 06 
Carl Weis   February 07 
Kodey Weis    February 08 
Betty Andrist   February 09 
Kate Jackson   February 10 
Kylie Meyer   February 12 
Ann Murray   February 13 
Miranda Murray  February 14 
Dawn Pfannkuch  February 14 
Harold Sinning   February 15 
Alyssa Murray-Matzek  February 17 
Scott Miller   February 18 
Cody Stofferahn  February 21 
Jordan Collins    February 25 
Lloyd Archer   February 26 
Neletta Harper   February 26 
Tony Murray    February 27 
Nancy Trelstad    February 28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don & Barb Vang  February 03 
Ken & Shirley Hall  February 09 
Don & Noreen Sanford  February 12 
Wade & Mary Bluemer  February 22 
Dean & Jenn Sorum   February 25 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
12:30PM Ministerial  2 3 
4 5 
4PM Caring Meeting 
  
 
 
7PM SPRC Meeting  14 
 
 
 

7:30PM Forum  15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 
 

 
 
7:30PM Forum  22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 
 
0PM Forum  29 30 31 
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Worship Services 

9:00am  

Join us to watch live at  

https://www.facebook.com/piumc 

 

You can also watch the recorded 

video at  

https://piumc.org/  
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