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Today’s passage begins, 
31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: "The Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 

the legal experts, and be killed, and then, after three days, rise from 

the dead." 

 – Mark 8:31 

So why does Jesus need to be bringing up this miserable stuff  

 of suffering, rejection, and death? 

Why? 

 

Because of the conversation  

 that Jesus and his disciples have just had 

 

Today’s reading are the verses that follow that  

 “Who do you say that I am?” discussion  

  that Jesus has with his disciples 

 
27 Jesus and his disciples went into the villages near Caesarea 

Philippi. On the way he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that 

I am?" 28 They told him, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, 

and still others one of the prophets." 29 He asked them, "And what 

about you? Who do you say that I am?" Peter answered, "You are 

the Christ."  

– Mark 8:27-29 

When Peter was thinking the “Christ,” the “Messiah”,  

 he wasn’t thinking what we Christians think  

  when we imagine Jesus as the Messiah 

 

The Messiah in Jesus’ and Peter’s day 

 was the long-awaited militarily-triumphant Jewish prince 

  who would conquer and deliver Israel from her oppressors 

 

Peter and his contemporaries were awaiting 

 A mighty warrior and a great and powerful king 

 

But Jesus knew that the long-awaited Messiah  

 would be arriving in a different form, 

Not on a mighty white steed, but 

 humble and riding on a donkey,  

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.    

– Zechariah 9:9 

 

And this Messiah  

 would not conquer the oppression of the Roman Empire 

  By military victory 

 Instead, he would conquer the oppression of sin and death 

  By his sacrifice on the cross 

 

This is why Jesus spoke of suffering, rejection, and death 

 
31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: "The Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 

the legal experts, and be killed, and then, after three days, rise from 

the dead." 32 He said this plainly. But Peter took hold of Jesus and, 

scolding him, began to correct him. 

– Mark 8:31-32 

 

Notice that Peter “began” to correct Jesus 

He didn’t get very far 

 

Can you imagine what Peter might have said to Jesus? 

Can you imagine having the gall to correct Jesus? 

 Did he tell Jesus that he was mistaken –  

  it didn’t have to be this way? 

 Or did Peter plead with Jesus not to go through with it 

  Because he and the other disciples needed him too much? 

 Or did he tell Jesus that since he was all powerful  

   and could perform miracles –  

  perhaps there was another less painful way  

   that didn’t require death? 

What do you think Peter began to say to Jesus? 

What would you have said? 
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We don’t know exactly what Peter said to Jesus, 

 But we do overhear Jesus’ response to him. 
33 Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, then sternly corrected 

Peter: "Get behind me, Satan. You are not thinking God's thoughts 

but human thoughts." 

– Mark 8:33 

 

Satan’s name was not used by accident. 

I suspect that Peter’s loving advice had an echo 

 Of the encounter that Jesus had  

  after his 40-day fast in the wilderness 

 

Remember last week? 

 

And we also know that the tempter  

  will get together with Jesus again  

   In the garden of Gethsemane 

 But were getting ahead of ourselves in the story 

We’ll be in the Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus  

 in about a month from now during Holy Week 

 
33 Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, then sternly corrected 

Peter: "Get behind me, Satan. You are not thinking God's thoughts 

but human thoughts." 

 

Perhaps Jesus felt he needed to quickly and sternly correct Peter 

 Because Peter lost sight of the most important point. 

It seems as though Peter only heard so much 

 And then stopped listening 

 

How did Robert Blezard’s prayer go earlier? 

Help us to think not of human thoughts of the cost, but of God’s 

thoughts of the gift, as we consider the price of Jesus’ salvation for 

us.  Help us to be saved and believe in this good news.  Amen. 

 

Perhaps Peter - like we sometimes do -   

 stopped listening before the most important part was said 

He was thinking and got stuck on human thoughts 

 

Peter heard, 

• The Son of Man must suffer many things 

• be rejected by the elders, chief priests,  

and the legal experts 

• and be killed 

 

What?! 

Be killed?! 

 

Is Jesus saying that he was going to die?! 

 

Jesus can’t die!   

We need him! 

We love him! 

 

And because Peter stopped listening at this point, 

 He missed the most important thing 

The thing that would change the cosmos 

 

• and then, after three days, rise from the dead 

Death would no longer have the final word 

We would no longer fear the grave 

Everything Jesus said about  

 Forgiveness of sin 

 Abundant, eternal life 

 The Kingdom of God being here right now 

All these things were proved true 

 When Jesus rose from the dead  

  and left that empty tomb in Jerusalem behind 

 

When Peter got hung up on Jesus dying 

 He stopped listening 

And he didn’t hear the most important part 

 

Don’t get me wrong 
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There was a tremendous, horrible price that was paid on the cross 

 As Jesus hung by those nails 

 Outside the gates of Jerusalem 

 At the main crossroads heading into the city 

 As a warning to any who dared to think about opposing Rome 

 As a result of the jealousy of some religious authorities 

 

There is the terrible pain of the cross 

 On which the Prince of Glory died 

 

Don’t get me wrong 

 The death of Jesus was a horrendous thing 

 

Yet, we can’t stop there 

 Because you and I, we are Easter people 

Heirs of the resurrection 

 

There is also the gift of the cross 

 

Notice that most every cross in this building, 

  And outside this building 

 Is an empty cross 

 

The symbol of Roman execution and death 

 Has been miraculously transformed  

  into the symbol of abundant, eternal life 

 

Do we ever stop listening too soon 

  or focus on wrong thing 

 and miss the most important thing? 

Excuse me for preaching here, but… 

 

I think sometimes we focus on the limitations that we have 

 As a result of the pandemic 

The inconveniences 

The things we miss 

The things we want to do 

The people we want to see 

 

We focus on those things,  

 And don’t consider things that are more important 

 

Like doing what we can do to slow the spread of a virus 

 And help to cut down illness  

 and help save lives 

 

We focus on not being able to do church like we want to 

 (and I add that as any of us look at the numbers,  

  We have been in decline here for quite a while) 

 And miss the more important thing 

 

We miss our purpose for being a church 

 To love God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength 

 To love our neighbors as ourselves 

 To love one another as Christ loves us 

 

How did Jesus put it? 
34 "… Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must 

love each other. 35 This is how everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, when you love each other."  

  – John 13:34-35  

 

When we focus on what we miss,  

We miss our mission to the world 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

 for the transformation of the world 

 

We miss our vision of who and what we want to be 

  for our Pine Island and surrounding community 

Love… Hope… and a Place to Belong 

 

So let’s not miss what’s most important 

 

Let’s be careful not to get stuck on human thoughts 

 And miss God’s thoughts, and desires, and dreams for us 
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And here is some encouraging news for us 

You see,  

 even if there are times when we get stuck  

  on those human thought things… 

 

Even if we miss God’s thoughts, and desires, and dreams for us 

 They are still there,  

  Waiting for us to eventually find and see them 

 

Remember that fancy Wesleyan term we use…? 

 

Prevenient Grace  

That grace of God that’s always waiting for us,  

 Preparing us for when we notice  

  That divine and loving grace that saves us 

 

Think of this prevenient grace 

 As we recall how Andrae Crouch put it in “My Tribute” 

 

How can I say thanks for the things you have done for me, 

Things so undeserved yet you give to prove your love for me 

– “My Tribute” 

 

We don’t deserve the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for us. 

 

As Paul wrote to the church in Rome, 
8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 

Christ died for us. 

 – Romans 5:8 

 

We don’t deserve it –  

And sometimes we miss seeing it 

 But God gives us the wonder  

  and the glory  

  and the gift of that cross 

 

And through it all,  

 God’s prevenient grace and love abides for us 

 

Help us to set our attention and focus on God’s thoughts 

 Instead of just our human thoughts 

 

Let us consider this gift of the cross 

 

(Response Hymn “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” # 297) 


