
From Pastor Tony  

 

“What can we do to keep our churches from dying?” 

 

I finished reading a book yesterday.  I’ve had it since 2017, so it’s only taken me four years to do it!  (And to be honest, I 

really didn’t “read” the last chapters, but finished it with the help of Audible, listening to them as I was in my car driving 

back and forth with family commitments.) 

 

The book I finally finished was Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory by Tod Bolsinger.  To the 

disappointment of some who bought the book, it is not a guidebook about canoeing or mountain climbing – or climbing 

mountains by canoe!  (Yeah, you really need to read those Amazon book reviews for yourself!)   

 

Canoeing the Mountains is about lessons learned from the Lewis and Clark expedition and how they 

relate to where we find the Christian church in these last couple of decades.  If you remember, 

Lewis and Clark were commissioned to find the water route from the Atlantic to the Pacific – but 

found that the Rocky Mountains were in between.  All of a sudden, canoes loaded with supplies 

were not the way to travel.  In the same way, the Christian church is finding that the particular way 

we did things for the last couple of hundred years might not be the best way to fulfill our mission on 

which Jesus sent us.  In some cases, we are traveling through new territory without a map. 

 

This is a book that I recommend to anyone wondering if our church has a future. 

 

So back to the question, “What can we do to keep our churches from dying?”  Some simple 

suggestions,  

Instead of focusing on our church’s decline, consider the ways we can grow in mission  

Instead of focusing on where we came from, look at the possibilities ahead of us 

Instead of relying on what used to work for us, learn new ways of fulfilling our commission to share Jesus Christ with the world 

 

Our church is some important ways in the past couple of decades is in a new land.  And detailed maps don’t exist in our 

new situation.  Yet our mission to share the good news of Jesus Christ, to make new disciples of our Lord, and to make 

the world a better place continues.  It’s just that we might need to switch from boats to backpacks to achieve our 

mission. 

 

May God Bless Us as Serve God Faithfully! 
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Welcome to James Miller our new Online Ministry Specialist 
 

We welcome James Miller, a new part-time 

member of our church staff who will be 

focusing on the online ministry of our 

congregation.   

 

We are in a new era of how ministry is taking 

place. 

 

In this last year, we have learned that our ministry 

can extend beyond our corner here in Pine 

Island.  It has stretched across our country and 

includes members of our church who have moved 

to different regions, as well as those who have 

moved to different parts of our state.  We are also reaching NEW people who 

have never been inside of our church building. 

 

As we have moved back into the Sanctuary, we do not want to ignore those who 

worship and fellowship with us who are not in the same room with us.  As you 

look at attendance numbers, you can see that many more people join us each 

week online, in addition to those who are in our building. 

 

Our Staff Parish Committee chose James from 30 applicants, and we look forward 

to our congregation getting to know him as he leads our congregation to the next 

level of ministering online.  James is a graduate of the University of Georgia and 

has earned a Masters of Theological Studies from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary (our United Methodist seminary at Northwestern in Evanston, 

Illinois.) James lives in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, and joins us online from there. 

 

Please warmly welcome James as he comes on board! 

  



Vacation Bible School Registration 

 
 

 

 

Child/Children’s Name and age 

 

Name Age 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Parent’s Name _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone Number _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Allergies ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Any activities your child should not participate in at VBS 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Any other information that would be helpful to know about your child: 

 

 

  



Discovery on 

Island 

Adventure 

Vacation Bible 

School 

 

All children ages 3-6th 

grade 

August 24-26 

9:30am-12:00pm 

Church Parking Lot 

Children will participate in: 

❖ Bible stories 

❖ Music 

❖ Crafts 

❖ Bible adventure Videos 

❖ Science experiments 

❖ Games 

❖ Snacks 

Fill out the registration form and drop off at church office. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

Church Parking Lot 

3 pm – 6 pm 

  

Join us on September 12 as we celebrate the beginning of fall.  The church parking lot will 

be turned into a carnival of activities as you have a chance to get to better know Pastor Tony 

and Joleen and kick off the new Sunday School year.  There will be a bounce house for 

children and the children at heart to enjoy.   If bouncing is not your thing, you can sit under 

the tent and enjoy some popcorn, cotton candy or a snow cone as you reconnect with your 

church family.  Perhaps there will be music for you to listen to as you enjoy the fall 

afternoon. 

For those who have not had opportunity to get know Pastor Tony and Joleen, there will be a 

chance for you visit with them.  Information about the future of Christian education will be 

available.  

It will be a fun and relaxing afternoon, and we hope that all will make plans to attend. 

Some More Thoughts from Tony…  

 

Many of you know that my mom died on June 29th.  My heart was touched as I received cards, 

notes, and emails.  Thank you for blessing me with your condolences. Our family was fortunate  



Some More Thoughts from Tony…  

Many of you know that my mom died on June 29th.  My heart was touched as I received cards, 

notes, and emails.  Thank you for blessing me with your condolences. 

Our family was fortunate and blessed to be able to 

gather together and be with Mom on the Sunday 

afternoon before she died.  When you consider 

that we are living in New Jersey, Miami, and across 

Minnesota, the chances that so many of us were 

able to be there within a few hours’ notice are 

nothing short of miraculous.  It was the one of her 

better days of being interactive in a couple of years. 

My dad, Joleen, and I were able to keep vigil at her 

bedside Monday and Tuesday.  We were at her side 

as she took her final breath.  It is also a wonderful 

blessing that near the end of her life, my dad 

suggested that we hold hands and touch mom and 

pray the Lord’s Prayer.  My mom’s final breath and beat of her heart came 2/3rds of the way through 

that beloved prayer. 

But the greatest blessing is the gift to us of Jesus.  We are able to know in our hearts that we 

will see each other again in glory.  We know that death no longer has the final word in our lives.  

And we find comfort in this promise from Jesus in the midst of our loss. 

Thank you once again for your thoughts, prayers, and encouraging messages! 

 

 

 

Confirmation Information and Updates 
  

We are making plans based on the assumption that it will be safe for 

students to gather together in person this coming fall.  More 

information about a Pre-Confirmation Picnic/Party will be sent to 

parents soon.  If you are interested in having your children or 

grandchildren participate in our Confirmation ministry, please let Pastor 

Tony know so we can be sure that they are on our list. 

 

One of the main goals of confirmation is to introduce and deepen the relationship our youth 

have with Jesus.  Another main goal is to having them be active and continue to be active in the 

life of a local congregation so that their faith will continue to grow throughout high school and 

the rest of their lives. 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our church’s confirmation program. 
  

  



  



Hello Food Shelf Friends! 

   

Here are a few specific items we 

could use right now: 

Coffee 

Beverages 

Juice 

Baking supplies and mixes 

Crackers 

Condiments 

  

We gladly accept garden produce, just drop it off during open hours at the 

Food Shelf. 

 

As always, all donations of grocery items and cash are gratefully accepted and 
appreciated! 

 
Watch for exciting news next month about our move across town! 
  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Tina 

 --- 

Tina Larson  

507-251-4145 

tlarson@wwsires.com 

  
  

mailto:tlarson@wwsires.com


 

Pastor Tony Receives NPCL Certificate 
 

Pastor Tony completed the Nonprofit Church 

Leadership Program at Dakota Wesleyan University on 

July 13.  Pastor Tony joined with pastors from across the 

United States and from a variety of church 

denominations.  Dakota Wesleyan University is located 

in Mitchell, South Dakota. 

 

Throughout the year, Pastor Tony and his cohort from 

Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri, Oklahoma, and 

Louisiana have studied with some of the top church and 

non-profit instructors in the nation.  Our instructors 

taught us from their locations in Florida, Alabama, Texas, 

and Pennsylvania. 

 

Our courses were in  

• Financial Stewardship: Resource Development & Management 

• Human Resources: Governance, Personnel, and Volunteer Management 

• Vision: Strategy Design, Implementation and Evaluation 

• Community: Communication & Community Outreach 

 

The two Applied Projects of the Graduate Certificate Program of Tony’s program were created to 

further the ministry of Pine Island United Methodist Church.  They were last fall’s Strategic Planning 

Retreat and this year’s development and administration of our Hospitality Implementation Team. 

 

The goal of this program is to strengthen the ability of 

pastors to lead mission-focused, financially healthy, 

congregationally engaged churches.  This flexible, one-year 

program provides ministry professionals with the 

opportunity to experience relevant, project-based 

coursework, to develop projects that will provide a direct 

benefit to the pastor and the church and to engage with 

ministry professionals. 

 

Please let Pastor Tony know if you want to learn more 

about what he learned through this Graduate Certificate 

Program in Nonprofit Church Leadership. 

  



 

Midweek News Weekly Email 
This is your source of up-to-date news  

about what’s happening each week! 

 

Be sure to stay connected and in the know  

by reading your midweek news! 

 

If you are new to our congregation, we send out a weekly email each Wednesday with the four 

or five things about Pine Island UMC that you will want to know about.  On Friday, a weekend 

edition is sent out to help us prepare for worship. 

 

Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News.  You can find the link at the 

bottom of the page at www.piumc.org. (Click the Midweek News link and then click 

“subscribe” at the top of the current issue.) If you have not received any issues (after you have 

checked your “junk mail” folder). please call the church office so that we can add you to the 

list. 

 

If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues to you (along with the weekly 

bulletin and sermon.) If you are not getting these mailings, please call the church office at 

(507) 356-4553. 

 

 

Our Sidewalk Coffee Fellowship Meets After Worship! 

Join us after worship on Sundays on the sidewalk 

for Coffee Fellowship! 

1. Join us for worship either inside, 

outside, or online… Then,  
 

2. Safely enjoy coffee and fellowship 

with your friends and meet new 

friends! 

  

http://www.piumc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wade Bluemer   August 02 
Dawn Rew    August 02 
Danielle Hervey   August 03 
Brian Hogstad   August 04 
Charlene Miller   August 05 
Gary Berg   August 07 
Don Sanford   August 08 
Lydia Dohrmann  August 09 
Ken Harper   August 09 
Gary Collins   August 10 
Victoria Cruze   August 10 
Denise Weis   August 10 
Charlie Andrist   August 11 
Jim Miller    August 12 
Charlie Rupkalvis  August 12 

Debbie Collins    August 13 
Noah Doherty    August 14 
Randy Lange    August 14 
Triston Meyer   August 16 
Chad Murray   August 16 
Tony Fink   August 17 
Molly Murray   August 17 
Brad Neil   August 20 
Carrie Collins    August 22 
Brody Keller   August 23 
Jordyn Mathison  August 24 
Michael Bauer   August 26 
Tristan Heller   August 26 
Kent Durst   August 27 
Dean Sorum   August 31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Berryman, Ed & Bonnie   August 02 
Hoffmann, Lori & Martin August 07 
Pfannkuch, Colin & Dawn August 07 
Murray, Carle & Ann  August 08 
Bruce, LaMoyne & Lois  August 13 
Smithers, Tom & Amanda August 15 
Imhof, Carl & Elizabeth  August 19 



 



 
 

Worship Services 
Sundays at 9:00 am 

Inside – Outside – Online 
 

Join us to watch live at 
https://www.facebook.com/Pi

umc 
 
 

You can also watch the 
recorded video at 
https://piumc.org 
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