
From Pastor Tony 
 

Even though my crystal ball is still not to be found, my one-way time machine still works… 

Let’s take a trip back in time… 

 

Do you remember March 12, 2020 when the NBA halted the basketball season because of this 

new virus that was infecting its players?  Or perhaps you remember Sunday, March 15, 2020 
when we the announcement came that schools in Minnesota were cancelled – and in-person 

worship services were put on hold. 

 

Back then many thought that it would be quickly over and we’d be back together to celebrate 

Easter with joy and singing.  And when Easter came and went, the talk was of planning 

congregational Easter “back together” services in the summer of 2020.   One of my colleagues, 

based on how long it took China to open back up predicted that we would get the “All Clear!” 

here on Wednesday, July 1, 2020.  Michael Osterholm, a respected epidemiologist, was saying 

that all of us were just in the very beginning of a long pandemic.  And some of us joked about 

his dire predictions of the timing and number of persons who could die. 

 

Of course, we could continue traveling in the time machine forward from the spring of 2020, 

and look at pessimistic prediction after pessimistic prediction, most of which came true.  We 

know how the story has continued into August of 2021, and as we try to predict what 

September 2021 will look like. 

 

I think I speak for all of us when I say that I am really looking forward to the day when this 

worldwide pandemic gets down to manageable levels of infections, hospitalizations, and death. 

 

But today as I write, it looks like once again, it’s heading in the wrong direction here, and 

around the world. 

 

So where is there good news or hope? 

I remember a group of God’s chosen people who were delivered miraculously (through the 

Red Sea, no less!) by God from slavery in Egypt and were on what could have been a relatively 

short journey to their promised land.  Yet, because of their lack of trust in God, this relatively 

direct journey became forty years of wilderness wandering.  Yet still, during their forty years 

in the wilderness, God remained their constant companion (either as a column of cloud in the 

day or as a column of lightning at night), loving and forgiving them, and providing for their 

needs. 
(Continued on the next page) 
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(From Pastor Tony, continued) 

 

In good times, and especially in bad times, God is with us. 

 

We could travel throughout history, as Jesus’ disciples ran away and thought all was lost as 

Jesus was arrested and executed...  Or throughout church history and our own personal 

histories at those times when we wondered if we could go on, only to find that God remained 

with us and supported and carried us through the most difficult of times. 

 

Dear friends, we are not out of the wilderness of this worldwide pandemic, yet.  BUT GOD IS 

WITH US, and by the Grace of God we will make it through.  Let respond faithfully and with 

love and grace. 

 

May God Bless Us as Serve God Faithfully! 
 

  



COVID-19 Protection and Precautions 

  

By the time you read this article, it will be out of date.  Yet this is the current situation in the 

last weeks of August…  (Some are predicting that by the time you are reading this, the current 
wave of infections and hospitalizations will be beginning to ebb. Other predictions think that 

the beginning of September will usher in a new rise of rates because of the Minnesota State 

Fair/Labor Day holiday and the school year beginning.) 

 

Here is what we know in the last weeks of August… 

 

New data suggests the Delta variant is different than past versions of the virus and spreads 

about twice as easily from one person to another. With the Delta variant, fully vaccinated 

people may be able to pass the disease to others. However, fully vaccinated people are less 

likely to get infected, and if a vaccinated person gets infected, the illness will likely be mild. The 

vaccine also greatly reduces the chance of hospitalization and death.  We are also closely 

watching Lambda, which is another variant of concern. 

 

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) recommend everyone, both fully vaccinated and 

unvaccinated, wear a mask in public, indoor settings in areas with 

substantial or high transmission.   If the rate of infection is above 5%, it is 

a cause for concern and indicates that it is not 

being controlled.  At the time this article is being 

written, Olmsted County is at 8.0%, Goodhue County is at 8.1 %, and 

Dodge County is at 12.6%.  (These reported rates change daily, so by 

the time you read this they will be different.  You can see the current 

rate by clicking here.) 

 

On August 4th, the Church Staff of Pine Island UMC made the decision to wear office staff 

made the decision to wear facemasks at church, with the exception of when we are working 

alone in our individual offices or areas. 

 

The recommendations of the CDC and the MDH, that would mean that, since we are inside a 

building when we are in the Sanctuary, the wearing of facemasks is strongly encouraged. 
 

Please see the related article for more specific information and guidelines from the Minnesota 

Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

 

 

  

https://covidactnow.org/us/minnesota-mn/?s=22091135


The Minnesota UMC Phase Changes to Yellow 
  

Bishop David Bard has turned the dial on the Minnesota Conference's Phased Re-Gathering 

Plan for Churches (click here for more information) from Blue to Yellow. 
 

Here is Bishop David Bard’s Pastoral letter to us from August 11, 2021… 

 

Dear Friends in Christ in the United Methodist Churches of Minnesota, 

 

I greet you in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the peace and 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I hope the summer has afforded you opportunities for rest, refreshment, and renewal. I 

hope you have been able to enjoy the beauty of our state. I hope you have been able to 

connect with family and friends, perhaps after a long absence due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

The summer began with deep hope that we were putting this pandemic in the rear-

view mirror. People were being vaccinated at rapid rates. Case rates, test positivity 

rates, hospitalizations and deaths were all declining. Yet this pandemic has been filled 

with unpredictability, and we are once again entering a new phase. Vaccination rates 

have slowed considerably and a new variant of the coronavirus, the Delta variant, has 

been spreading rapidly. The Delta variant is more easily transmitted, and there have 

been breakthrough cases among those who have been vaccinated. The latest research 

indicates that vaccinated people, though remarkably protected from being infected with 

COVID, are still able to become infected. When they are infected, they are less likely 

to suffer severe illness or be hospitalized, yet appear able to spread the virus to others. 

The result of the slowing of vaccinations and the spread of the Delta variant is that test 

positivity rates are up—now surpassing 5 percent in Minnesota (with some counties 

substantially higher), case rates are up, and hospitalizations and deaths are increasing, 

particularly in those places where fewer people have been vaccinated. 

 

I know that, in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, you want to do all you can to 

promote public health, further the common good, and care for the well-being of 
others. How might we do that in this new phase of the pandemic? 

 

First and foremost, if you have not been vaccinated and are eligible to receive a 

vaccine, do it. It is the single most important thing you can do to care for yourself and 

for others. Those currently suffering the most serious illness right now are the 

unvaccinated. Of those who are currently hospitalized with COVID, well over 90 

percent are people who have not been vaccinated. Please get vaccinated. Encourage 

your fellow-church members to get vaccinated. 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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(Bishop Bard’s Pastoral letter, continued) 

 

Because the positivity rate has exceeded 5 percent for the state as a whole, which 

means there is substantial community transmission, we are moving the dial back to 

yellow in our Phased Re-Gathering Plan for Churches. We understand there is great 

variation across our state in terms of community transmission and vaccination levels 

among your congregants, but please use caution. When your county surpasses a 5 

percent positivity rate (check your county’s current rate here), we ask that you 

reinstate the yellow phase guidelines of social distancing, indoor masking, and 

no congregational singing.  After vaccinations, masking and social distancing are the 

next best tools we have for slowing the spread of the coronavirus, and slowing the 

spread also prevents the virus from developing into new variants. And of course, 

outdoor gatherings are considerably safer than indoor gatherings, so that is a great 

option as weather permits. 

 
Friends, we are not where we had hoped to be at this point in the summer. We had 

hoped vaccination rates would have outpaced virus variations. We had hoped that our 

masks could be put in the bottom of our drawers or in the back of our closets. Yet I 

believe that by God’s grace we can muster the resilience, the kindness, and the 

determination to do what needs to be done to get past this pandemic. As followers of 

Jesus, we can lead in promoting public health, furthering the common good, and caring 

for the well-being of others. Thank you. 

 

 
 

Bishop David A. Bard 

Interim Bishop, Minnesota Conference 
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James Crash Miller – A Man with a Plan and a Dodgeball 

Greetings from your new Online Ministry 

Specialist. I am James Miller, but I go by 

the name Crash (Christ redeemed always 

serving Him). This name is very special to 

me, but calls me James if you prefer—

whatever is comfortable for you. 

I graduated from the University of 

Georgia in 2005 with a B.A. in Religion. In 

2011, I graduated from Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary with a Master’s in Theological Studies. I wrote my thesis on 

justice and diminished capacity within a relationship. 

While in school, I engaged in other activities. I founded our university’s first ever full-contact 

dodgeball league and served as its president for three years. (Yes, dodgeball can be played full-

contact.) I made a number of great friends there, meeting people I would never have met 

otherwise. 

When it came time to retire from the sport, I picked up filmmaking. In 2005, I entered the 

Campus Movie Fest in which my team and I had seven days to conceive, write, produce, shoot, 

edit, and submit a very short film. This was my first foray into the world of film festivals. With 

that in mind, taking second place at the university level and fourteenth at state was pretty 

good. 

I have received a call to join the ranks of the clergy. I have served as a lay speaker in the 

United Methodist Church, going so far as to deliver the homily at my best friend’s wedding in 

France in June 2019. On more than one occasion, I have delivered the message in my home 

church in a small town in northeast Georgia called Elberton.  

While I am on the path that ultimately leads to ordination, it promises to be a long and 

winding road. My current step is to maintain the church’s website and social media platforms. 

I’m sure some of you have already seen me in the Facebook live feed chat on Sunday mornings. 

I invite you to join.  

I truly believe God didn’t design anyone to be merely a spectator in life. So come out to 

service, either at the sanctuary or online. Invite your friends and family. And I’ll see you Sunday 

morning. 



September means fall is here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer is at the end, but we here at the Baby Closet 

have doors wide open and are ready to help. If you are a 

family in need or know a family in need, please let us 

help; clothe, feed, diaper, etc., your babies up to 15 

months of age. We require nothing in return.   

Call the Baby Closet Office at: 507-356-4553 

If you’d like to make a donation at this time we are not 

accepting any baby clothes, but would happily take  

 Diapers 

 Formula 

  Bath Items 

     Monetary Donations 

 



Sunday school 

We know that the Covid situation 

is changing on a daily basis.  For 

that reason, we are in conversation 

with Sunday school parents about 

how to handle Sunday school this 

fall.  The safety of our children and 

teachers is my priority, so I am 

listening to the parents and what 

they feel is best for their children. 

We will keep the parents informed 

about the decision-making process. 

Thank you for your patience and prayers as we make this decision.   

 

Margie Berg 

Director of Education   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Information and Updates 
  

We are still making plans based on the assumption that it will be safe 

for students to gather together in person this coming fall.  We are 

finalizing plans about a Pre-Confirmation Picnic/Party in September, and 

this information will be sent to parents soon.  If you are interested in 

having your children or grandchildren participate in our Confirmation 

ministry, please let Pastor Tony know so we can be sure that they are on our list. 

 

One of the main goals of confirmation is to introduce and deepen the relationship our youth 

have with Jesus.  Another main goal is having them be active and continue to be active in the 

life of a local congregation so their faith will continue to grow throughout high school and the 

rest of their lives. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our church’s confirmation program,  
  



 

    

Home Celebration 

Drive Though Event  
Pine Island United Methodist Church 

Parking Lot  

October 9, 2021 

4pm –6pm  

Menu 
Scallop potatoes and 

ham 
Green beans 
Fresh Apple 

Chocolate revel bars 

Cost  

Cost  
$10.00 

Ticket sales through 
September 27 
(Fund raiser for 

PIUMC and 
community outreach 

Projects) 

 
 

Tickets may be purchased: 
➢ After PIUMC church services on Sunday 
➢ Pine Island Farmers Market 
➢ Through PIUMC website and Facebook page 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 
Church Parking Lot 

3 pm – 6 pm 
 

Join us on September 12 as we celebrate the beginning of fall.  
The church parking lot will be turned into a carnival of 
activities as you have a chance to get to better know Pastor 
Tony and Joleen and kick off the new Sunday School year.  
 Enjoy:  
➢ Bounce House 
➢ Hot Dogs 
➢ Popcorn 
➢ Snow cones 
➢ Cotton candy 

 
 We look forward to having music for you to listen to as 
you enjoy the fall afternoon. It will be a fun and relaxing 
afternoon, and we hope that all will make plans to attend. 

 



Midweek News Weekly Email 
This is your source of up-to-date news  

about what’s happening each week! 

 

Be sure to stay connected and in the know  

by reading your midweek news! 

 

If you are new to our congregation, we send out a weekly email each Wednesday with the 

four or five things about Pine Island UMC that you will want to know about.  On Friday, a 

weekend edition is sent out to help us prepare for worship. 

 

Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News.  You can find the link at the 

bottom of the page at www.piumc.org. (Click the Midweek News link and then click 

“subscribe” at the top of the current issue.) If you have not received any issues, (after you 

have checked your “junk mail” folder) please call the church office so that we can add you to 

the list. 

If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues to you (along with the 

weekly bulletin and sermon.) If you are not getting these mailings, please call the church office 

at (507) 356-4553. 

 

 

 

Our Sidewalk Coffee Fellowship Meets After Worship! 

Join us after worship on Sundays on the sidewalk 

for Coffee Fellowship!  As infection rates have 

risen, it is safer and recommended for fellowship 

activities to be outside. 

1. Join us for worship either inside, 

outside, or online… Then,  

 

2. Safely enjoy coffee and fellowship 

with your friends and meet new 

friends! 

 

 

 

  

http://www.piumc.org/


 

Pine Island United Methodist Church 

Church Leadership and Ministry 

2021-2022 
 

Church Council 
Chair Dawn Rohl 

Vice Chair TBD 

Recording Secretary TBD 

Lay Leader Margie Berg 

Staff Parish Relations Chair Margie Berg 

Trustees Co Chairs Carl Mancilman/Tom Smithers 

Finance Committee Chair Duane Alberts 

Church Treasurer Jodie Shanahan 

PIUMC Endowment Trust Fund Chair Dean Sorum 

Memorial Committee Chair Michala Sinning 

Lay Member to Annual Conference Margie Berg 

Women’s Advisory Board Co-Chairs Rachel Lange/Vicky Mancilman 

United Methodist Men’s President ____________________ 

Caring Ministry Representative ____________________ 

Christian Education Chair Margie Berg 

Missions Committee Representative TBD 

Worship Committee Chair Naomi Murray 

Pastor Tony Fink 

 

Nominations Committee (Nominated from the Church Conference Floor) 

 Al Trelstad 

 Vicky Mancilman 

 Kathie Lohmann 

 ________________ 

 ________________ 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 Margie Berg 

 Chad Murray 

 Kris Gillard 

 Russ Lohmann 

 

Board of Trustees 

 Carl Mancilman 

 Tom Smithers 

 Jim Bartholomew 

 Vicky Mancilman 

 Don Vang 

 Walt Zimara 

 



Finance Committee 

 Chair Duane Alberts 

 Chris Dietz 

 Vicky Mancilman 

 Staff  

  Treasurer Jodie Shanahan 

  Financial Secretary Shanna Walker 

 

Pine Island UMC Endowment Trust Fund 

  Chair Dean Sorum 

   Ann Murray 

   Nancy Trelstad 

 

Memorials Committee 

 Chair Michala Sinning 

 Vice Chair Barb Vang 

 Secretary/Treasurer Kathie Lohmann 

   Marilyn Collins 

   Neletta Harper 

   Madelyn Shelstad 

 

Women’s Advisory Board 

 Co-Chair Rachel Lange 

 Co- Chair Vicky Mancilman 

 Treasurer Lindsay Meyer 

   Margie Berg 

   Alicemay Clark 

   Cher Knutson 

   Kathie Lohmann 

   Arlene Noser 

   Madelyn Shelstad 

   Michala Sinning 

   Barb Vang 

 Harvest Home Dinner Margie Berg 

   Kris Gillard 

   Cher Knutson 

   Rachel Lange 

 Funeral Coordinator Michala Sinning 

 

Membership Nurture Team 

 Caring Ministry Team 

   Alicemay Clark 

   Marilyn Collins 

   Becky Dohrmann 

   Ken Harper 

   Ruby Miller 

   Arlene Noser 

 Flowers for Friends _________________  

 Dinners with Friends _________________ 

 



Christian Education Committee 

 Chair Margie Berg 

   Becky Dohrmann 

   Nicole Hofschulte 

   Emily Miller 

   Ashley Pitzer 

   Denise Weis 

 Wednesday Afterschool Team __________________ 

 Vacation Bible School Team __________________ 

 Christmas Program __________________ 

 Confirmation Class Tony Fink 

 Youth Ministry __________________ 

 Unidos en Christo/Walk to Emmaus __________________ 

 Adult Studies Coordinator __________________ 

 

Missions Committee Teams 

 Chair Rick Ormsby 

 Treasurer Vicky Mancilman 

   Renee Richter 

   Dawn Rohl 

   Barb Vang 

 Baby Closet Team Marni Alberts 

   Margie Berg 

   Joleen Fink 

   Emily Miller 

   Vickie Sather 

   Shanna Walker 

 LOVE Project  Renee Richter 

  (Lots of Volunteer Effort) Cher Knutson 

   Vicky Mancilman 

   Madelyn Shelstad 

   Barb Vang 

 Baiwala – Sierra Leone Rick Ormsby 

 Wrapped in Love Nancy Kent 

 Jamaica Mission Team Rick Ormsby 

 Red Bird Mission Team __________________ 

 Habitat for Humanity Team __________________ 

 

Worship Committee 

 Chair Naomi Murray 

 Head Usher Carl Mancilman 

 Audio/Visual/Technology Dean Sorum 

   

 Staff 

  Music Director Joel Blair 

 

Evangelism and Invitation Teams 

 Sunday Coffee Fellowship Al Trelstad 

 Wednesday Night Dinner Team __________________ 

 



Strategic Planning Team 

   Margie Berg 

   Neletta Harper 

   Rachel Lange 

   Chad Murray 

   Rick Ormsby 

   Al Trelstad 

Emerging Ministries Team 

   Margie Berg 

   Neletta Harper 

   Rick Ormsby 

   Al Trelstad 

   ___________________ 

 

Task Forces 

 Hospitality Implementation Team 

   Margie Berg 

   Betsy Fink 

   Joleen Fink 

   Emily Miller 

   Shanna Walker 

   Denise Weis 

 Worship Service Task Force 

   Neletta Harper 

   Vicky Mancilman 

   Emily Miller 

   Naomi Murray 

   Barb Vang 

 

Church Staff 

 Pastor Tony Fink 

 Administrative Assistant Shanna Walker 

 Treasurer Jodie Shanahan 

 Online Ministry Specialist James “Crash” Miller 

 Music Director Joel Blair 

 Custodians Larry Sather 

   Vickie Sather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello Food Shelf Friends! 
 

We have officially moved the Pine Island Sharing Shelves to our new 
location at 611 North Main Street! 

Please spread the word to your congregation members. 
 

The Pine Island Chamber of Commerce 

will hold an official Ribbon Cutting at 
our new facility on Tuesday, August 31 

at 7:00 pm. Anyone is welcome to join! 
 
We tried to lower our inventory so as 

not have so much to move, so we are in 
need of donations such as: 

Coffee 
Beverages 

Juice 

Juice boxes 
Gatorades/tea 

Baking supplies and mixes 
Condiments 

Paper towels 
  
We gladly accept GARDEN PRODUCE! Our clients love fresh local vegetables. If 

you have extra, please drop it off during open hours at the Food Shelf. 
 

As always, all donations of grocery items and cash are gratefully accepted and 
appreciated! 

 
Checks can be mailed to: P.O. Box 145 Pine Island, MN 55963 

 
Our email address is: 
PISharingShelves@gmail.com 

 
We can also be reached by Facebook 

Messenger. 
Please like and follow us on Facebook to keep 
up on our latest news. 

  
Thank you so much for your continued 

support! 
Tina 

  
--- 

Tina Larson  

507-251-4145 

tlarson@wwsires.com 
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Vacation Bible School was Great! 
 
Bible school could not have happened without the help 
of many people.  We would like to express our gratitude 
to the all these people for all of their help and support. 
 
Parents of the children that participated.  Your children 
are great.   
 
High School Helpers 

Eve Pfannkuch 
Isabell Snyder 
Kylie Meyer 

 
Snacks 

Joleen Fink  
 
Tent Construction 

Russ Lohmann 
Gary Berg 

 
Bible stories and music 

Pastor Tony 
 
Planning/Advertising/Set Up/Take 
Down/Teaching/Audio-Video/Bottle washing(?) 

Margie Berg 
 

 



 

 
  

Brady Imhof  September 02 

Shelly Shelstad  September 02 

Becky Collins   September 03 

Neal Weis  September 03 

Eve Pfannkuch  September 05 

Alicemay Clark September 08 

McKenna Mathison September 09 

Carle Murray   September 09 

Adia Alberts  September 10 

Mary Ann Andrist September 10 

Becky Dohrmann September 10 

Lynette Miller  September 10 

Dillion Kischell September 13 

Tom Finnegan  September 16 

Allison Hogstad September 20 

Joshua Shaw  September 20 

Robert Troolin  September 22 

Daisy Murray  September 24 

Joleen Fink  September 26 

Sophia Hassan  September 26 

Autum Klein  September 29 

Wayne Moore  September 29 

Margie Berg  September 30 

Josie Miller   September 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Weis, Brian & Shirley   September 03 

Dohrmann, Brent & Becky  September 06 

Mancilman, Carl & Vicky  September 08 

Hervey, Brian & Vicky     September 09 

Rolbiecki, Charlie & Marie  September 09  

Dietz Chris & JoAnne Judge-Dietz September 10 

Murray, Dean & Naomi  September 12 

Noser, Bob & Arlene   September 17 

Hofschulte, Nicole & Kyle   September 27 

 



 



 
 
Worship Services  
Sundays at 9:00 am 
Inside – Outside – Online 
 
Join us to watch live at 
https://www.facebook.com/piumc 
 
 
You can also watch the recorded video 
at https://piumc.org 
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