
 

Do We Wait?  Or Do We Give Up 

Luke 21:25-36 

11/28/2021 

Remember those old-fashioned tent revival meetings? 

 

The ones with lots of fire and brimstone preaching? 

 
25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, 

there will be dismay among nations in their confusion over the 

roaring of the sea and surging waves. 26 The planets and other 

heavenly bodies will be shaken, causing people to faint from fear 

and foreboding of what is coming upon the world. 27 Then they will 

see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great 

splendor. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, stand up 

straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near." 

– Luke 21: 25-28 

This year, it feels to me as though these words 

 Have a different feel than they did a while back. 

 

You see this year,  

  as Joleen and I have been talking with our friends 

 we’ve been seriously asked if we were living in the end times. 

 

Now these couple of friends who were asking 

 Were serious 

And they are not the type of folks who tend to focus 

 On Book of Revelation predictions and prophecies 

 

Yet, I can feel where they are coming from 

Every so often, 

 It doesn’t seem as though we are living in normal times 

 

Flooding at the same time as wildfires,  

 temperature averages that are setting records  

  to the point of persons no longer debating  

 whether or not there is global warming  

 but instead, whether or not  

  it's worth changing our habits and behaviors 

 

This past week we’ve had multiple court cases  

  where the legal arguments were not  

 whether or not a gun was shot and the accused killed someone,  

  but whether or not the person who caused the altercation  

   felt scared as they shot an killed another person 

A person who was loved by God 

 And who Jesus died to save 

 

Another court case was in the news  

 of persons spreading vitriolic hate in one breath,  

 and then defending those very words in the next breath  

  by saying they were only joking. 

 

We have pastors selling religious exemptions  

 to the vaccine that protects people and is saving lives 

And other persons who claim the name of Jesus,  

 yet acts in ways contrary  

  to Jesus' teaching, instruction and example 

 

It seems as though the assumptions we have lived with 

 On how we’ve agreed to act in our civil society 

Have been shaken, causing people to faint from fear and foreboding 

of what is coming upon the world. 

  

100 years ago, inside a Methodist revival tent  

 I might have exhorted 

Can you smell the scent of that brimstone burning? 

Can you feel the fire of the furnaces of Hell 

 Through the souls of your shoes? 

 

Now this a not an old-fashioned tent revival meeting, 

 Yet still we have rational friends seriously asking 

  If we are living in the end times. 

 

Welcome to the season of Advent! 
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This is the time when the Church 

 Prepares to celebrate Christmas,  

  The birth of a most special baby in a manger 

  The arrival of long-awaited redeemer and Savior 

   On one hand 

 While also looking forward the triumphal arrival 

  Of Jesus in the clouds on the other hand 

 
27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power 

and great splendor. 

 

Are we living in the end times? 

Is Jesus Second Coming right around the corner? 

 

Good question! 

And we in the Church have been asking it  

 for almost two thousand years 

 

The first followers of Jesus expected  

 Jesus’ triumphal second coming within their lifetime 

 

Is the end of this present age near? 

 

Whether it is happening this time or not, 

 We as Christians have some guidance on how to respond 

 

A bumper sticker that I love is 

Jesus is Coming! Look busy! 

 

So there are some things for us to do 

 As we prepare for Jesus to come. 

 

First remember that Judgement Day 

 Is not a day for Christians to fear 

It’s a day for us to look forward to 

 For we know that our Redeemer comes 

 

As Jesus tells us in Luke, 
27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power 

and great splendor. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, stand 

up straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near." 

 

If we are wondering if we are living in the end times, 

 This is no time for us to shrug our shoulders and give up 

 

It is a time for us to live our Christian faith all the more 

It is a time for us to do what Jesus has commanded us 

  All the more 

 That Loving God with  

  all our heart and soul and mind and strength thing 

 That love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves thing 

 

We are to be focused on doing those things  

 that we know we are to do 

Now is not the time to take our eyes off the ball 

Now is not the time to stop keeping our eyes on the prize 

 

Or, again, and Jesus put it in the Gospel of Luke,  
34 "Take care that your hearts aren't dulled by drinking parties, 

drunkenness, and the anxieties of day-to-day life. Don't let that day 

fall upon you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. It will come upon everyone 

who lives on the face of the whole earth. 36 Stay alert at all times, 

praying that you are strong enough to escape everything that is 

about to happen and to stand before the Son of Man." 

– Luke 2:21:34-36 

If we do this,  

 We will be able to stand up straight and lift up our heads 

  When Jesus our Lord comes 

Whether he arrives by coming in on a cloud  

  in full splendor and glory 

 or if he quietly comes for us  

  as we take our last fleeting breath 
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As Christians and followers of Jesus Christ 

  We have work to do 

 Be the world a place that is in line with God’s loving desires 

 Or contrary to what Jesus showed us through his 

  Teaching and example 

 

Jesus is Coming! 

Look Busy! 

 

And be faithful as we are busy  

 calling new persons into faith in Jesus 

 and helping God transform the world into a better place  

 

When he shall come with trumpet sound,  

O may I then in him be found!  

Dressed in his righteousness alone,  

faultless to stand before the throne! 

 

 
36 Stay alert at all times, praying that you are strong enough to 

escape everything that is about to happen and to stand before the 

Son of Man." 

 
27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power 

and great splendor. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, stand 

up straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near." 

 

 

 

(Hymn   “My Hope Is Built” # 368 (Verse 4))  

 

 

 


