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8In that region there were shepherds living 

in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

  and on earth peace among those  

   whom he favors!" 

From Pastor Tony  

The stores have been decorated for Christmas since the morning after Halloween.  I took advantage of one of our 

last warm November Saturdays to hang up the Christmas lights at the parsonage. 

  
Start your engines!  On your mark, get ready, and begin the race to do your Christmas shopping!  Although this 
year we are hearing that if you shopping is not done by now, you may not be able to buy the special presents you 
were hoping to get.   
 
Years ago, Lynda Laechel (who played organ here this fall) shared this story with us.  
It had been a very frustrating day of Christmas shopping.  The crowds were large and not very polite.  It was a chore 
just moving through the stores to find the gifts that one wanted to buy, assuming one was lucky enough to find the 
particular item once they found the right shelf.  The cash register lines were long and unforgiving, and the store 
workers made no secret of their feeling that they themselves were stressed and overworked. 
  
A woman, after a much too long day, with most of her purchases made, had just about reached her limit as she 
began to leave the department store.  As the doors of the elevator finally closed, she muttered to herself and 
anyone else who would listen, 
Whoever started this crazy idea of Christmas shopping should be hauled out, beaten,  
and strung up!” 
  
A quiet voice from the back of the elevator replied,  
“It’s already been done.  And they used a cross.” 
  
This year, if we get too busy trying to get ready for the Christmas season, try 
to remember why we are doing all this. 
  
The one who was arrested, beaten, and hung on the cross – he was born in 
Bethlehem so that we might live forever.  The eternal life that was given to us 
as a gift on that first Easter is better than anything else we will find under a 
Christmas tree.  It was given to us by the one who promised,  
I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.  
  
Once the preparations are done, and most of the gifts are wrapped and under 
the tree, I hope you will be able to join us Christmas Eve to celebrate the 
arrival of Jesus. 
 
And if you need a break from the busy preparations between now and then, 
stop in and join us at church on Sunday mornings to be reintroduced to the 
one who came and started this crazy celebrating. 
  
As we celebrate the One who came to dwell with us, 
  
May God Bless Us with a Special Season of Christmas Preparations!    
  

http://www.piumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/piumc
https://piumc.org


My friends at Pine Island United Methodist Church  
 
During my time at PIUMC I have been fortunate for the opportunity to grow and learn 
more about the PIUMC. 
Your guidance and support have prepared me well for my future. I have accepted a 
position with the government starting 11/23/2021. 
 
I hope that we will have opportunities to collaborate in the future. Please feel free to let 
me know how I can help during this transition process.   
 
My last day is 11/17/2021. I will be available to help during this transition. I wish you and PIUMC the very best 
going forward. 
 
Sincerely  
Shanna  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope this brings a smile to you! 

Rules for children in the worship service: 
One. If you find that you're sitting in front of a child and they can't see, lean 
to the side. 
Two. If the children seated behind you are rustling papers, hand them a 
crayon. 
Three. If there is a baby that is crying, offer to take the baby from their parent and walk to the back of the church 
and rock the child for a while. The parent really needs a break. 
Four. If the teenagers are whispering give them some Smarties. The rustling and crinkling will replace their 
whispering. 
Five. If an adult complains to an usher about the noisy children near them, offer to trade seats with that adult and 
then apologize to the parents of the children. 
Six. When a child is running around giving everyone high-fives during the time of passing the peace/greeting your 
neighbor make sure to give them an extra fun high-five, and then high-five the next five adults that you see. 
Seven. If a child has worn tap shoes to church and is dancing on the wood portion of the floor, slip the sheet music 
for "The Entertainer" to the pianist and roll with it. 
Eight. When the children can't hear because an adult around them won't take off their puffy jacket and it keeps 
squeaking and distracting the children, offer to help them off with their jacket and go hang it up for them where it 
goes. 
Nine. When the three-year-old insists on standing on the front pew turned backwards looking at the rest of the 
people, give the child a pair of very dark glasses. That will prevent the child from catching any adult's eye, which 
would lead to distracting them. This will protect the adults who as we know have very short attention spans and 
are easily distracted. 
Ten. When a child in front of you is very squirmy, and then they finally turn around and you realize suddenly, "Oh, 
it's Jesus!" take it in stride and play Got Your Nose till he turns around to the front again. 
 
From CB Beal 
Justice and Peace Consulting 



The Upper Room Disciplines 2022 

A Book of Daily Devotions 
  

Part of Pastor Tony’s morning routine is to use both the Upper Room daily 

devotional and also the Upper Room Disciplines book.  Every so often he mentions a 

significant quote in a sermon or our church Facebook page from my daily devotion.  

Here is your chance to use that same daily devotional book.   

 

Pastor Tony has used the Upper Room Disciplines book for many years.  This is a 

different year-long book from the bi-monthly magazine that many more of us use. 

(And when you take into account the actual cost of the bi-monthly Upper Room Devotional 

magazines, the year-long version is only $5 more – and with a group discount, the 

difference can be even smaller!)   

  

Discover God's hope and purpose for your life and allow God's Word to speak to 

you through the powerful daily meditations in 2022 edition of Disciplines. If you need 

support establishing a daily practice of Bible study and prayer, you'll find valuable and 

gentle help in this annual bestseller. 

 

Think of it as a full-year's worth of The Upper Room daily devotional guide, only with noted Christian writers tackling 

weekly themes and writing 7 days of thematic meditations each week. Each of the writers offers a variety of 

perspectives on daily Bible readings selected from the Revised Common Lectionary. 

  

If you yearn to develop a more prayerful, thoughtful, and relevant practice of daily devotional time, this book holds 

the key. Each scriptural- and real-life based meditation includes suggestions for prayer and further reflection that 

will help you be more open to God's love and guidance. 

  

It’s time to order our 2022 Upper Room Disciplines books.  If we can combine our order, and interest a few 

more persons, we can qualify for a group discount and save one the shipping costs.  If you are interested talk to 

Pastor Tony or call the church office by December 6th. 

  

 

Christmas Eve Service  
December 24, 2021 

4 PM & 11 PM  
 

More details  
will be available 

closer to Christmas 
 

Watch your Midweek News 
or call the church



Are You New to Our Congregation? 
Things can change fast around church!  

Our two weekly emails are your source of up-to-date news about 

what’s happening each week!  Be sure to stay connected and in the 

know by subscribing to and reading your midweek news! 

 

We send out a weekly email each Wednesday with the four or five things about Pine Island UMC that you will 

want to know about.  On Friday, our weekend edition is sent out to help us prepare for Sunday worship. 

 

Please subscribe to the Midweek News.  You can find the link at the bottom of the page at www.piumc.org.  

 

If you don’t have email, you can request a paper copy of the issues to you (along with the weekly bulletin and 

sermon.) If you would like to receive these mailings, please call the church office at (507) 356-4553. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Update 
  
Our congregation's Confirmation Class studying the Book of Genesis the Bible. 

 

Please keep our students in your prayers.  We ask that this will be a year of spiritual growth and 

formation as they learn more about their faith. 

 

One of the main goals of confirmation is to introduce and deepen the relationship our youth have 

with Jesus.  Another main goal is to having them be active and continue to be active in the life of a 

local congregation so that their faith will continue to grow throughout high school and the rest of 

their lives. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our 

church’s confirmation program  

  

 

  

http://www.piumc.org/


  



 

Christmas Love Project  Here 
The 2021 Christmas L.O.V.E. (Lots of Volunteer Effort) 

Project is again working to help some local families in 

need to enjoy a merry Christmas.  Each family is provided 

food for their Christmas dinner, a beautiful quilt; gifts 

(provided by Goodhue County Toys for Tots) an outfit of 

clothing for each child, as well as hygiene items, household 

necessities.   

 

This past year the LOVE Project has also supported the Pine Island Schools Summer School 

S.T.E.M program and provided support for swimming pool passes. 

 

These projects are possible due to the generous contributions of area organizations, individuals 

and businesses.   

 

May you all have a Merry Christmas Too! 

 

Renee Richter 

richte@bevcomm.net 
507-251-1493  
507-356-4553 
 
 

mailto:richte@bevcomm.net


POINTSETTIA ORDER $14.50  
Due 12/01/2021 by 3:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Lori Hoffmann   December 01, 

Ken Lerol   December 02, 

Russ Lohmann   December 03, 

Lindsey Meyer   December 03, 

Craig Blumers   December 05, 

Cheryl Simpson   December 05, 

Shari Archer   December 07, 

Sharon Swanson   December 08, 

Bonnie Moore    December 09, 

Pauline Rupkalvis   December 09, 

Louise Bruce   December 10, 

Noah Smithers   December 10, 

Nikkole Collins    December 11, 

Lorraine Kispert   December 11, 

Vicky Hervey    December 12, 

Bill Brueck   December 14, 

Renee Richter   December 16, 

Tom Smithers    December 18, 

Pat Hoehne    December 19, 

Karter Hofschulte   December 19, 

Charlie Rolbiecki   December 20, 

Chad Andrist   December 23, 

Sue Millering   December 23, 

Brandon Sather   December 23, 

Madeline Sorum   December 23, 

Alex Gillard   December 25, 

Kaylee Fogerty   December 28, 

Greg Finnegan   December 29, 

Nathan Hitchcock   December 29, 

Nat Devan Huneke  December 29, 

Dean Weis    December 29, 

Jenn Borst    December 31 

Cory Markham   December 31, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ormsby, Rick & Collins Rebecca  December 10, 

Ruesink, Odell & Joan   December 10, 

Trelstad, Alvares & Nancy   December 28, 

Finnegan, Greg & Cheryl   December 31, 

  





 

 
 

Worship Services  
 
Sundays at 9:00 am 
Inside – Outside – Online 
9:00 AM Inside Sanctuary 
9:00 AM – Live Feed on Facebook 
10:00 AM Coffee in Parking Lot 
10:30 AM Parking Lot Worship 

 
 
Join us to watch live at 
https://www.facebook.com/Pi
umc 
 
 
You can also watch the 
recorded video at 
https://piumc.org 
 
 
 

(507)-356-4553    PIUMC.ORG    Facebook.com/piumc 
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