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From Pastor Tony
We are now in the midst of Lent. Lent means “spring”, and in a way, it seems as though we are in the midst of spring. As I
write this, we are ending a near-record-breaking time of sub-zero temperatures – with the promise of weather that will be
above freezing in a couple days. Whether March comes in like a lion or lamb, we know that we can count on the “Boys’
Basketball Tournament Blizzard” later this month! And we are still in the midst of pandemic restrictions for our and our
neighbors’ safety, counting vaccination numbers, and looking forward to life getting more normal again.
It seems as though we are living in “in between” times, also known as “liminal” times. Lent is a
liminal time of preparation for Christians.
• Even though we know Holy Week is coming (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday & the Last
Supper, and Good Friday & the cross) we hope and trust for the celebration of Easter
with Jesus’ resurrection from the grave.
• Even though we are aware that we fall short of God’s desires for us to live an abundant
life in Jesus’ name, we also prepare ourselves to be better Christians and come closer to
God.
As we prepare to be better Christians, Lent gives us “an excuse” to either begin a new discipline
or habit which will draw us closer to God, or leave behind a bad habit or observe a “fast” to abstain from something that
distances us from God or from others.
During Lent this year there are many opportunities to begin a new habit to draw us closer to God.
• Our Wednesday Lenten study is Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry.
Bishop Curry expands on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the way of love, illuminated with
moving lessons from his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows us
how America came this far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further.
• We are beginning new mission outreach to our community with our Pine Island Baby Closet and the Afghan Staying
Warm in God’s Love group – opportunities to grow in our faith as we serve others.
• We continue to worship each Sunday, rising to the challenges of proclaiming God’s love while keeping our community
safe – and gather afterward for our weekly virtual Coffee Fellowship.
We will also have special services during Holy Week on Maundy Thursday (April 1st) and Good Friday (April 2nd). We will let
you know more about the details of these services as we finalize our plans.
These are a few of the opportunities we offer to prepare us to live the fullest life we can in Jesus Christ, the one who tells us,
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
– John 10:10
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
– John 15:11
As we live in this liminal season together, may you have a blessed Lent, and a full, abundant, and joy filled life!

Church Council Plans for Us to Re-Gather Again
We all miss being together with our friends and family around town and in church.
Our Pine Island UMC Church Council had a special meeting on February 16th. We looked at the responses to the congregational
survey, what area schools have planned, and the restrictions that would be in place if we returned to in-person worship. We
also noted that plans are being made to have our Easter Celebration in our parking lot on April 4th.
The decision was agreed upon by the Church Council to continue online worship through March and have worship in the
parking lot beginning April 4th. We will continue to worship in the parking lot through the summer. It is our expectation that
when Fall arrives it will be safe enough to return to in-person worship in the Sanctuary, and we will not have the current
restrictions which currently involve physical distancing, the wearing of masks, singing hymns by more than one person, limiting
persons present, entrance and exit protocols, sanitizing the Sanctuary, etc.
It is important that all of our members stay connected and able to worship whether or not they are
connected to the Internet. Until it is safe to return to in-person worship, we will renew our efforts to
bring recordings of Sunday worship to our members who do not have online access. If you would like
to know more about getting a recording of the service brought to you, please contact the church
office at (507) 356-4553.
Handouts of the survey responses and our Minnesota United Methodist Re-Gathering protocols are
available at https://piumc.org/guest/forms/ or by contacting the church office.
It is important to be mindful of the current pandemic situation and also what makes us unique from
other churches in our area…

We will begin
offering worship
in the parking lot
again beginning
on Easter Sunday
(April 4th) and
continue through
the summer

The pandemic situation in mid-February
It is good news (as this is being written in mid-February) is that there is not a shortage of ICU beds for those needing intensive
care, the death rate from COVID-19 in Minnesota is trending downward, and our state’s case COVID-19 testing positivity rate is
also trending downward. Yet we are also cautious because epidemiologists and others are concerned about at least three new
variants of the virus (another fourth variant was discovered in Minnesota yesterday) and what these variants will do to the
infection rate and death rate around our area in the next weeks. (By the time you read this, we will know more of what the
future holds.)
What makes United Methodists unique
An overview of John Wesley’s General Rules from 1739 and how they apply to the pandemic…
• We are a people that do no harm. We practice physical distancing to minimize harm to others, especially the
vulnerable.
• We are a people that do all the good we can. We care for the spiritual and physical needs of our neighbors, providing
food, emotional support, supporting our health care system and schools, and keeping community spread of the virus
low.
• We are a people that do those things that enhance our love with God. When we love God through prayer, praise, and
worship, we grow in love of our neighbor. Love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable.
Throughout this pandemic, our United Methodist congregation has worked to be first responders in caring for the spiritual,
physical and mental health of all of God’s people all across our Pine Island community by actualizing these Three Simple Rules.
We have come to understand, like never before, that the church is not a building. Our church, through our decisions and our
members, is the expression of God’s love made visible through the actions of devoted followers of Jesus.

EASTER FLOWER ORDER
If you have any questions, please call Shanna at 356-4553

Please Print All Names, Thank You
Flowers

Number Needed

Amount enclosed

FLOWER ORDER MUST TO BE TURNED INTO THE OFFICE BY:
MARCH 28TH
Easter Lilly: $14
Tulips: $15
Daffodil: $15
Hyacinth: $15
Begonias: $20
Cyclamen: $20

Your name: & phone number

In Honor Of

In Memory Of

Please Print All Names

2021 Pine Island UMC Lenten Study
For Lent this year, we are using the book, Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope in
Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry
Walk the path of love with one of the warmest, most beloved spiritual
leaders of our time, and learn how to put faith into action.
The way of love is essential for addressing the seemingly insurmountable challenges
facing the world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, deep ideological divisions,
competing claims to speak for God. This book will lead readers to discover the gifts
they need in order to live the way of love: deep reservoirs of hope and resilience,
simple wisdom, the discipline of nonviolence, and unshakable regard for human
dignity.
As the descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael
Curry’s life illustrates massive changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry when he delivered his
sermon on the redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor
Castle. Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the way of love, illuminated
with moving lessons from his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the
Way shows us how America came this far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further.
If you’d like to join in the class it’s not too late! The book is an “easy read,” and you can catch up and
join in! Let Pastor Tony know by calling the church office at (507) 356-4553, or by email at
tonypiumc@gmail.com and he will let you know what chapter we are currently discussing.

Midweek News Weekly Email
This is your source of up-to-date news about what’s happening each
week!
If you are new to our congregation, we send out a weekly email
each Wednesday with the four or five things about Pine Island UMC
that you will want to know. On Friday, a weekend edition is sent out
to help us prepare for worship.
Be sure to stay connected and in the know by reading your
midweek news!
Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News. If you have not received any issues,
(after you have checked your “junk mail” folder) please call the church office so that we can add you
to the list.
If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues to you.

United Methodist Church Camp This Summer!
24

If we see what we hope for, that isn't hope. Who hopes for what they already see?
what we don't see, we wait for it with patience.

25

But if we hope for
– Romans 8:24-25

We have hope and faith that by the time summer arrives, we will be
able to have Summer Church Camp once again this year. We
have already begun meeting and are making plans for a great week at
Northern Pines Camp.
For the last 35 years, Pastor Tony has been a part
of the leadership of a Junior High and Senior High
Camp at Northern Pines outside of Park Rapids,
Minnesota. (With the exception of 2020.)
It’s time to get your camp registrations in before the Early Bird
Deadline and will be receiving a gift from the Northern Pines Camp Store when they get to camp in
June! The Early Bird Deadline is April 30th!!
The camp Pastor Tony (and a bunch of us from Pine Island??) will be at is Northern Pines Camp June
13th-18th. Make preparations to join in the fun!!
The Junior High Christian Youth Camp for grades 6-9 (Camp # 155) is $395
(camperships are available!)
The Senior High Christian Youth Camp for grades 10-12 (Camp # 164) is $410
(camperships are available!)
There are also many other camps and adult Canadian Fishing Trips on other weeks this
summer and for different ages from 6-year-olds to grandparents!
Check out a camp brochure or go to www.campminnesota.org !

Online Electronic Giving…

Thank you for Financial Support!
We celebrate that, with your contributions to support our ministry, we are
staying current with our budget for this year!
We are truly thankful for your faithful support.
We have made the decision to make monthly payments to our United Methodist global
mission and ministry obligations so we don’t have a huge amount to ask you for at the end of
the year. These payments are known as our apportionments – our “fair share” of financial
support of our world-wide church.
We are worshiping Jesus our Lord together in new ways and are keeping our members
informed and connected. New persons from across Minnesota and the United Methodist States are now joining us each Sunday
to praise God. Bulletins and weekly sermons have been mailed to our members who do not have access to the Internet. We
are hopeful and optimistic as we make plans for the blessed future that God has in store for our congregation!
Again, whether your gifts have been given through the mail, online, directly through your bank, or in the offering plate held along
the alley when the weather is warmer, we are amazed and thankful for the many ways in which you have financially supported
our congregation. May we continue to pray for, participate in, and serve Jesus in these unprecedented times?
If you are interested in knowing more details about the finances of our congregation, please contact the church office, and we
will be glad to answer your questions.
May God Continue to Bless You and Our Congregation!

Financial Counting Policy is established for Pine Island UMC
A sub-committee of the Finance Committee met in February and has established guidelines for the faithful stewardship of your
gifts to our congregation. These guidelines have been approved as policy by our Finance Committee at their February meeting.

•

To be good stewards of your contributions, the counting team shall be aware of security and recording procedures, and
at least two persons who are not staff will count the offerings in a room that is not the church office. Either the financial
secretary or the treasurer will oversee the process each week. The financial secretary will schedule the counters.

•

Weekly Offering Counters will use a weekly spreadsheet for keeping track of donations (The “PIUMC Offerings” –
excel spreadsheet.)

•

The deposit slip is made by the financial secretary.
The deposit slip is double-checked by the treasurer.

•

We will retain photocopies of the checks and accompanying information (envelopes, letters, etc.) and keep this
documentation for seven years. We will also keep a paper copy of the Vanco (electronic funds transfers) weekly
statement. We will keep a photocopy of the deposit slip.

•

Sunday offerings will be placed in a locked bank bag by two persons (including an usher) which will then be taken to the
bank night depository after worship for safe keeping. When offerings come in during the week, they will be put into a
lockbox that will in turn be locked a secure location in the church.

March Madness has begun early here at the
Pine Island Baby Closet! As you can see,
Diapers/Wipes and Formula/Bath Products are
Competing for the winning spot!

We are looking for any of these wonderful items that will help
0-15 month families; whether your kids have outgrown items or
you would like to purchase new items, or you’d like to purchase
items, we are extremely thankful for your help in making the
Baby Closet an success. Items can be dropped off at Pine Island
United Methodist Church. Please give Shanna a call at the
office at 507-356-4553 if you are able to help!
Huge Thank you to Pine Island for all the Support with the Baby Closet.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
all of the supporters of The Pine Island Baby
Closet (PIBC) for all they have done to make
the new Baby Closet a reality. Without the
generous support of the community and our
Pine Island Baby Closet Team, our new Closet would not
have been possible.
We are fortunate and blessed to live in such a caring and compassionate
community. There is a deep understanding of and commitment to the work
of caring for our youngest children in our community.
We will open in Mid-March. We would love to invite all of our donors,
volunteers and interested community members to join us at our wonderful
new Pine Island Baby Closet for the Grand Opening Celebration. Due to
Covid-19 we will follow safety rules and social distance guidelines.
The new PIBC will help us more efficiently and effectively accomplish our
mission to care for our children and engage our community in mission.
Through the efforts of our fabulous team, we are able to serve the Pine
Island area and neighboring cities.
Again, our thanks to our donors team members who make it possible to
care for our youngest children of our community.

Staying Warm In God's Love!
Another new ministry is starting among our members at Pine Island
UMC!
Lap Afghans are being made to give away to
nursing home residents, those homebound or
anyone in need. Anyone can join this effort if you would like. (One
does not need to be a member of our congregation to help spread
the warmth of God’s love!)
The Afghans being made are crocheted, but they can be knit, tied
fleece blankets or quilted. All material is donated by the maker. If
anyone would like the crochet pattern, you can contact Nancy
Kent, e-mail - bjkentusa@netscape.net or text 507-226-3357.

Online Electronic Giving…
This year we were able to implement a new electronic donation system. We partnered with Vanco
to provide this convenient method for our congregation to electronically make a church
contribution. We are excited to share this news with you, and we have been able to increase our
donors each month.
If you are not aware of this new electronic giving system, we have included the link for you to access
below.
https://piumc.org/donations/
If you use a smart phone, you can simply capture the image to the right
with your smart phone and it will take you direct you to the link.
Thanks,
Jodie

2021 Pine Island UMC Lenten Study
Sunday “Coffee Fellowship”

Do You Miss Your Church Friends?
Join us for coffee fellowship on Sunday mornings! We start meeting on "Google
Meet" about 5 or 10 minutes after the service ends... (Or as soon as Pastor Tony
can make it from the Sanctuary to the Pastor’s Study!)
If you don’t have internet access, you can still call in with your phone and be a part of the conversation! Call
the Pastor Tony at the church office (507) 356-4553 for more information.
Here is the Google Meet link:
https://meet.google.com/mtm-kupj-mms
(The link will also be in the Friday Weekend Edition of the
Midweek News – and at www.piumc.org .)
We hope that you can join us – and your friends
from around the country – who are joining in!!!

Dakota Wesleyan University – Nonprofit Church Leadership Program
Pastor Tony is in the 2020-2021 cohort of the Nonprofit Church Leadership Program at Dakota Wesleyan University.
Because of the pandemic, the classes and gatherings of this Graduate Certificate program are being held online.
Pastor Tony joins with pastors from across the United States and from a
variety of church denominations. Dakota Wesleyan University is located in
Mitchell, South Dakota.
We are in our next course which is Stewarding Vision: Strategy Design,
Implementation and Evaluation taught by Dr. Lawrence "Buddy" Holt. This
course will increase my knowledge and application of strategic planning and
implementation within our ministry. We are evaluating the best practices in
strategic organizational development from non-church sources and seek to
synthesize this information in a modern church context. This will be a helpful
course for us in Pine Island as we implement our goals from our Strategic
Planning Retreat last October.

Please let Pastor Tony know if you want to learn more about this Graduate
Certificate Program in Nonprofit Church Leadership.

Prayer Joys & Concerns

▪

Prayers for family and friends of Lyle Dahlgren, Sherry Brown, Birdy Lindsey, Tamiyah
Marshall, Tyler Weber, Les Vanderhoff, Chnika Blair of St. Paul.
Prayers for Shanna Walker, Irene Heman, Joel Blair, Denny Riese, Cecile Viltin, Maggie
Nei, Susan Moffitt, Rosie Walz, Wendell Meyer, The Miller Family (Emily, Adam, Josie,
Aaron, Milo, Sam, & Emily’s mom), Theresa Vanderhoff, Coleen Vanderhoff, Sherry
Brown, Susan Moffitt, Dawn Rohl, & people with COVID-19.
Prayers for all churches as they minister during the pandemic and plan for and/or begin in-person worship.
Prayers for The United Methodist Church as we consider our ministry to all who Jesus loves
Prayers for Baiwala UMC & school in Sierra Leone.
Thanks for blessings.

The Miller Family
By Emily Miller
With a little help from Cheryl Finnegan

Adam and Emily were both born and raised here in Pine
Island. For a short period of time after we were married,
we lived above Bridget’s Café in Zumbrota. It was nice
to be able to walk downstairs to get breakfast, lunch and
dinner; as well as go to the picture show when the
theater was playing a movie we liked.
Adam and I both rode bus 9 from the time we were in
Kindergarten up until he got his driver’s licenses. A few
months before he got his driver’s license, I teased him
and told him he NEEDED to start driving me to school. It
took several months for him to get the courage to ask
me if I wanted a ride to school. (He probably should
have figured out that I am a very demanding individual,
and he should have run when he had the chance at the age of 16.)
Funny thing, before I knew where Adam lived or even paid attention to Adam, I had always told
myself that someday I was going to go and see what the inside of the brown house on the corner of
180th Ave looked like. I thought that it was such a neat looking house, so it had to be neat on the
inside, too. Little did I know at the time, God was listening to me? Not only did I get to see the inside
of the brown house on the corner for 180th Ave, I also got to marry the Prince Charming who lived
there…and become the second generation to own the farm.
The house is a work in progress…somedays more than others with some tears and frustration, but
we’re making our own family memories in there now. It’s also been fun to discover the memories my
husband made in the house while growing up. Like the time he carved his siblings’ name in the
bookshelf and blamed it on one of them. All three of their names are still there, while Adam’s just
happens to be missing.
Another fun tidbit about us that we’re really proud of: when we were getting married, Pastor Kip told
us that if we remained married, we would hold the record of the longest couple he married who hadn’t
ended up in divorce. We are still number one!
We moved back to Pine Island to be close to family and friends. We bought a house in Pine crest and
lived there while we waited for Adam’s folks to be really done milking cows. (They built a house on
the other side of our barn and are now our neighbors). We moved into that house while I was
pregnant with Josie and moved out when Maggie was a few months old. We had such amazing
neighbors. I remember the 2nd night home from the hospital with Sam; he had quit breathing. At 1:00
in the morning, Adam sprinted to the neighbor’s house (who were both EMT certified) and dragged
him over to our house to be with us while we waited for the rescue crews. That sense of, “I’m going to
take care of you neighbor” is what also brought us back here. I don’t have much of a relationship with
my grandparents but watching how very-very tight my children are with theirs is what keeps us rooted
here.
I am a Health Unit Coordinator in the Enhanced Critical Care Unit. My job to best describe it is …I’m
the mom of the unit. I do a lot of data entry and helping my co-workers. Adam works as a Research
Coordinator for the Transplant Clinic. As I say in my Christmas letters every year…I have no idea
what he does! Adam had his 10 year anniversary this year at the Clinic, while I’ll be celebrating 15
years.
Josie is our oldest at 11. She absolutely loves reading for the Church…I think mostly because Mr.
Chris lets her ring the bell. She is the definition of Mother Hen, through and through. She helps keep
track of Milo and treats him as HER baby. She wants to be a teacher or a Pastor when she grows up.
(I think anything in the field of bossing people around she’d be happy with.)
Samuel is our eight-year-old. He and Maggie are best friends and can usually be found together
harassing Josie and Milo. (Not sure if it’s because they’re middle children, but they are two peas in a

pod.) Sam is a very sweet, kind and loving boy. He will quite literally give you the clothes off his back.
We took a trip once to Duluth to ride the Polar Express. Santa said his hands were cold and Sam took
his mittens off and walked up to Santa and told him he could have his.
Maggie…uffda! She is something! She is our little spunky girl, while Milo is our spunky fella. Maggie
just turned five and she misses going to HER school (which is Sunday School). She likes to chase the
poor boys around at Sunday School, and is going to marry poor Karter Hofschulte, but he doesn’t
know that yet. She can usually be found with Grandma.
There have been several times she has snuck out of the house to be with Grandma in the garden. My
favorite story about her is - I had knee surgery last summer and she got it in her head to come and
check on me, (mostly because she wanted to see the crutches). She snuck out of Grandma’s and
walked over to see me. She would have gotten away with it if Adam wasn’t in the garden working.
She’s my adventurous one.
Milo is our baby and will be three in April. He carries the namesake of three of his Grandpas. Milo
Mark Richard will someday grow up to be our little farmer. (I’m thinking it has to do with all three of his
namesakes being farmers themselves.) He LOVES to watch tractors farming on YouTube with
Grandpa. They will watch it for hours. His other favorite show to watch is Mr. Bean. He LOVES
tractors even if it’s in the shape of a light switch cover.
I can’t forget poor Lola and Chloe. Lola is our dog who will be turning seven this summer. She and
Milo have a good thing going on. If he doesn’t want to eat something, Lola can usually be found
sitting at his feet waiting for him to feed her. Chloe will be turning three with Milo this spring and is our
minx cat. Little Miss Porky can fool Adam into feeding her by crying whenever he’s in the kitchen. I
have since taken over feeding duties to her dismay.
Adam and I both raise several goats on the farm. As of right now, we have 15 baby goats, with one
momma left to go. (By the time you read this, she will have already kidded.) Adam is all over in the
adventure department with what his vision is with having goats. Some days it’s selling goat’s milk,
making cheese and yogurt, thinking that I would love to make soap (which I do not), and I said
candles because that’s easy to do.
However, I love each-and-every one of them and I can tell you each and everyone’s personalities.
When we’re not busy with the kids shuttling to ballet or piano, or the farm, we can be found at school
board meetings and our committees. I am on the People, Community Planning Team, and
Community Education Committees. I am also the fingers behind the Community Ed Facebook page.
When COVID isn’t running rampant, I started the Friday Night Lights with the Food Trucks.
We were able to have one amazing successful year, and it’s been put on hold for the safety of the
community. Like I said about Adam’s job…I have no idea what committees he’s on. He won’t take
credit, but he was extremely helpful with making sure my Food Truck event turned out a hit. Between
words of encouragement and just letting me cry, he was a tremendous help.
I came to UMC back in the 80’s? It was when my siblings and I were little. I had my falling out with
God in my teenage years and really found him again when he blessed us with Josie.
This is so hard to explain my heart, and I hope that I can do it correctly. There is just something about
when I walk into the Church, it’s home. Not necessarily the people, (you’re all great too, don’t get me
wrong!) there is just something about feeling the Holy Spirit there. It’s like exercising. I HATE getting
up and exercising, when I’m done, I feel brand new and amazing. I get that same feeling with Church.
I hate waking up in the morning and getting dressed to go, but once I’m there, I feel refreshed and
reborn.
This year was also the first time I truly felt a part of the family. You may have heard our family got
COVID this year. This is the first time members and the Pastor from the Church reached out and
checked on us. I love to talk when I get going, but Adam and I like to stand in the shadows and stay
out of the way…so we’re guilty of being “standoffish” … we’re pretty uncomfortable in social settings.
Having members reach out and check in on us has felt incredible. The way Pastor Tony teaches love,
that is what I want our children to learn.
I would love to see younger families and a HUGE Sunday school group like when I was little. When I
was younger, there were so many kids in the Church.

When I was younger, I used to light the candles and help with the offering. Unlike Josie, I didn’t get to
ring the bell (I still haven’t been able to either, thanks to Josie and Chris Dietz for being bell hogs!). I
was on the Education Committee but have been placed on hold for the time being. (Margie is doing a
fantastic job of Distant Learning teaching Sunday school! Shout out to her!) I have now joined the
Baby Closet, and this is such a strong interest of mine that I hope to be on this committee for forever.
I think Pastor Tony volunteered me for another one…so I’ll find out in a few days!
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Worship Services
9:00am
Join us to watch live at
https://www.facebook.co
m/piumc
You can also watch the
recorded video at
https://piumc.org/
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