
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
From Pastor Tony  

So, how many first century Jewish rabbis can you name? 
If you are Jewish, you’d have probably heard about Gamaliel.   
 
But I’m guessing that the list that you’d come up with isn’t all that long.  There is one 
rabbi who people around the world know about 2,000 years later.  It is the rabbi Jesus 
from Nazareth. 
 
Even though he only had 12 students who consistently followed him (there are a few more, if we’d count the women), 
and he died early because of his execution by the Roman authorities, Jesus is a name known around the world today. 
 
And it’s not because he died on the cross.  In Jesus’ time, tens of thousands were crucified by the Romans. 
 
The world knows about Jesus today because he rose from the dead! Jesus rose with a resurrected body, No one 
ever did this before and no one has done it since!  And we celebrate this unbelievable day as Easter.   
 
Andy Stanley in his book, Irresistible: Reclaiming the News that Jesus Unleashed for the World writes,  

When someone predicts his own death and resurrection and pulls it off, you roll with pretty much whatever he 
says. 
 
This is why the disciples of Jesus who followed Jesus for a couple years and then unfollowed 
him, and ran away from him when he was arrested, and hid in a locked upper room when 
Jesus was dying on the cross, then all of a sudden refollowed him.  They for some reason 
changed from a group of scared and fearful men to leaders of a world changing movement 
who not only devoted their lives to Jesus, but actually gave their lives for Jesus when they 
were martyred, killed for his sake and for the message they boldly proclaimed. 
 
And not just the 12!  There was also this Jewish Pharisee who was on his way to Damascus 
to hunt down and kill all those who followed Jesus after his resurrection.  He encountered the 
Living Christ in a flash of light – and then became the man who did the most to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ across the Roman Empire, planting churches along the way. This 
Pharisee changed his name from “Saul” to “Paul”, and we still read his letters to those early 
churches today. 

 
Something happened that changed the lives of these people, and they in turn, changed the world.  Something 
happened that was irresistible to those who witnessed it and it was irresistible to those who heard about it. 
 
It’s called Easter! 
 
Come to church and hear more about it!  As we share this irresistible Good News of Jesus with the world,  
 
May God Bless Us! 
 

  

 

SOMETHING 

HAPPENED THAT 

CHANGED THESE 

LIVES, AND THEY 

IN TURN, 

CHANGED THE 

WORLD…   
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Parking Lot Worship Services Resume on Easter! 
 

We will resume worshiping in our church parking lot on Sundays!  We are using an FM transmitter so 

you can listen in with your car radio as we lead worship from the Parsonage Deck. 

 

 

This is how we’ll be worshiping for this next “season”… 

• We will have worship in the parking lot on Sunday at 9:00 am 

• We will have a live feed of the worship service on our Facebook “Group” page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/piumc/  beginning just before 9:00 am 

• This video on our Facebook group page will be available for viewing later (I think it 

appears after a couple minutes) for those who missed the live feed to watch later in 

the week (or later in the month!)  

• For those who want to have a copy of the bulletin (and announcements) at home, we 

will post the bulletin on our Facebook “Group” page 

(  https://www.facebook.com/groups/piumc/ ) on Friday. (Those who are now having 

bulletins mailed to them will continue to have them mailed out to them.) 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions! 

 

 

 

Our "Hospitality Implementation Team" begins their work! 

 

We know that we will eventually return to in-person worship in our sanctuary. We are called to share the Good News 

of Jesus with others who live in our community (which we see as a 15-mile radius around our church.)  We need to do 

all we can to attract persons to our physical building, and once they arrive, to have them feel warmly welcomed and 

attend to their needs as guests. 

 

Members of our new Hospitality Team have begun walking through the church as though for the first time.  They are pretending 

to have "new eyes" to notice the things that all of us have stopped noticing long ago. Our goal is to increase our hospitality to 

new persons who come to our church post-pandemic and identify any hindrances to guests, especially families with young 

children. 

   

The Hospitality Implementation Team will be generating a list of recommendations that will be presented to our Church Council 

and our Trustees.  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/piumc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/piumc/


General Conference Postponed to 2022 

The Commission on the General Conference just announced its decision to 

further postpone the 2020 General Conference until Aug. 29 – Sept. 6 2022, in 

Minneapolis, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the safety of mass 

gatherings and travel.  

 

The General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist 

Church, which meets once every four years to revise church law, as well as 

adopt resolutions on moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also 

approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs. It is scheduled to meet 

May 5-15 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

  

The Commission’s decision to postpone until 2022 was informed by the report 

of a Technology Study Team appointed to explore the implications of options 

for accommodating full participation at General Conference, including but not 

limited to the possibility of utilizing technology and online voting, in considering 

whether the meeting should be held virtually. None of these options were 

determined by the study team to be viable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Midweek News Weekly Email 

Be sure to stay connected and in the know  

by reading your midweek news! 

 

This is your source of up-to-date news  

about what’s happening each week! 

 

If you are new to our congregation, we send out a weekly email each Wednesday 

with the four or five things about Pine Island UMC that you will want to know about.  On Friday, a weekend edition is 

sent out to help us prepare for worship. 

 

Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News.  If you have not received any issues, (after you have 

checked your “junk mail” folder), please call the church office so we can add you to the list. 

 

If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues. If you are not getting these mailings, please call the 

church office at (507) 356-4553. 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you for Financial Support!   

We celebrate that, with your contributions to support our ministry, we are staying 

current with our budget for this year! 

We are truly thankful for your faithful support.   

We are following through on our decision to make monthly payments to our United Methodist 

global mission and ministry obligations so we don’t have a huge amount to ask you for at the end of the year.  These payments 

are known as our apportionments – our “fair share” of financial support of our world-wide church.  Although we are staying 

current on our bills, (again, we are truly thankful for your faithful support!) we can see need to ask our members, if 

it is possible, to consider increasing your giving, especially if you haven’t in a few years. 

Whether your gifts have been given through the mail, online, directly through your bank, or in the offering plate held along the 

alley when worship together in our parking lot, we are amazed and thankful for the many ways in which you have financially 

supported our congregation. May we continue to pray for, participate in, and serve Jesus in these unprecedented times.   

If you are interested in knowing more details about how to increase your giving, please contact the church office, and we will be 

glad to answer your questions.  

May God Continue to Bless You and Our Congregation! 

Giving By Members and Friends Has Begun to Increase! 

It is an inspiration to hear about those who have already increased their financial contributions to the ministry of the church and 

those who are asking how to increase their giving. 

 

Here is the answer to those questions...  

• If you give by check, just write a bigger amount!  (You already knew that...but seriously...) 

• If you give by electronic funds transfer from Pine Island Bank, please call the bank, and have them change the 

amount you give.  Then please email our Treasurer, Jodie Shanahan jodiepiumc@gmail.com, and let her know about the 

change.  (The bank does not tell us who gives what each week.) 

• If you give through our church's online account at https://piumc.org/donations/, just sign into your account and 

change the amount of your gift. 

• And if you choose to give by text message, you can get started 

by entering our text number 844-679-1193 and the amount (in 

dollars) of the amount you wish to donate.  You will receive a 

registration link to continue. (It takes less than a minute.) 

 

You Can Now Give by Text Message! 

It’s now possible to give to Pine Island United Methodist Church by text 

message!  You can get started by entering our text number 844-679-1193 

and the amount (in dollars) of the amount you wish to donate. More details 

are at https://piumc.org/donations/  

mailto:jodiepiumc@gmail.com?subject=Changed%20giving%20amount
https://piumc.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e18f0bff1238c5d4a868bf811&id=93329348bd&e=2eb51fd4c9
https://piumc.org/donations/


Volunteer to help us "Count our Blessings!" 
 

We have a new policy for counting donations and offerings given for the ministry of our church.  We will have two persons 

counting the offerings.  And we need persons to step up and help out! 

 

If you can help, call the church office at (507) 345-4553 or send us an email. 

 

Our church Finance Committee has established guidelines for the faithful stewardship of your gifts to our congregation. 

   

• To be good stewards of your contributions, the counting team shall be aware of security and recording procedures, and 

at least two persons who are not staff will count the offerings in a room that is not the church office.  Either the 

Financial Secretary or the Treasurer will oversee the process each week.  The Financial Secretary will schedule the 

counters. 

   

• Weekly Offering Counters will use a weekly spreadsheet for keeping track of donations (The “PIUMC Offerings” – 

excel spreadsheet.) 

   

• The deposit slip will be created by the Financial Secretary. The deposit slip will be double-checked by the Treasurer. 

   

• We will retain photocopies of the checks and accompanying information (envelopes, letters, etc.) and keep this 

documentation for seven years.  We will also keep a paper copy of the Vanco (electronic funds transfers) weekly 

statement.  We will keep a photocopy of the deposit slip. 

   

• Sunday offerings will be placed in a locked bank bag by two persons (including an usher) which will then be taken to the 

bank night depository after worship for safe keeping. When offerings come in during the week, they will be put into a 

lockbox which will be locked in a secure church location.  

 

If you can help, call the church office at (507) 345-4553, or send us an email at piumc@bevcomm.net  

 

Dakota Wesleyan University – Nonprofit Church Leadership Program 
 

Pastor Tony is in the 2020-2021 cohort of the Nonprofit Church Leadership 

Program at Dakota Wesleyan University.  Because of the pandemic, the classes and 

gatherings of this Graduate Certificate program are being held online.  Pastor Tony 

joins with pastors from across the United States and from a variety of church 

denominations.  Dakota Wesleyan University is located in Mitchell, South Dakota. 

 

We finished our course Stewarding Vision: Strategy Design, Implementation 

and Evaluation which was taught by Dr. Lawrence "Buddy" Holt.  This course increased my knowledge and application of 

strategic planning and implementation within our ministry. We evaluated the best practices in strategic organizational 

development from non-church sources and sought to synthesize this information in a modern church context. This has been a 

helpful course for us in Pine Island as we implement our goals from our Strategic Planning Retreat last October. 

 

As part of my “capstone” of this course, a short video was created 

about our exciting ministry taking place here in Pine Island.  Here is 

the link to the YouTube video… https://youtu.be/Jijg9jV29pY   

 

Please let Pastor Tony know if you want to learn more about this 

Graduate Certificate Program in Nonprofit Church 

 

mailto:piumc@bevcomm.net
https://youtu.be/Jijg9jV29pY


Do You Miss Your Church Friends? 
 

Keep your eyes open for additional opportunities to join 

with your friends for fellowship opportunities at church! 

 

In the meantime, if you are able to get your COVID-19 

vaccine, jump at your chance so when we gather, we can 

do so safely and keep the community transmission of the 

virus under control. 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Pine Island UMC Lenten Study is Extended! 

 

The small group of people who are studying the book, Love is the Way: Holding 

onto Hope in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry, decided at their first 

meeting to extend it beyond Lent! 

 

They will be looking at one chapter a week which extends their time together as a 

group until mid-May! 

 

If you’d like to join in the class it’s not too late!  The book is an “easy 

read,” and you can catch up and join in! Let Pastor Tony know by calling 

the church office at (507) 356-4553, or by email at tonypiumc@gmail.com 

and he will let you know what chapter we are looking at this week.  

 

Keep your eyes open for other groups starting in the future! 

You might even want to join in one of these small groups 

that are a profound new ministry field of our congregation. 

 

 

 

Staying Warm In God's Love! 
Another new ministry is starting among our members at Pine Island UMC! 

 

Lap afghans are being made to give away to nursing home residents, those homebound 

or anyone in need.  Anyone can join this effort. (One does not need to be a member 

of our congregation to help spread the warmth of God’s love!) 

 

The Afghans being made are crocheted, but they can be knit, tied fleece blankets or 

quilted.  All material is donated by the maker.  If anyone would like the crochet 

pattern, you can contact Nancy Kent, e-mail - bjkentusa@netscape.net or text 507-

226-3357. 

mailto:tonypiumc@gmail.com
mailto:bjkentusa@netscape.net


 

Betsy Ross Heller (Married to church member Don Heller). 
 
By Betsy with a little help from Cheryl Finnegan 
 

I was raised in Kenosha, Wisconsin, but have also lived in 
Madison, Dallas, Boston, Denver, and Irvine, CA.  Don was raised in 
Toledo, Iowa, and has also lived in Chippewa Falls, Dallas, and 
Hudson before coming here.  We met over the phone while I was 
Don’s remote secretary at IBM.  I was in the IBM Madison office 
and he was in the Eau Claire office.  We would talk daily on the 
phone, and he came to trust my work, which I would sometimes 
send out without him even seeing it first.  I don’t even remember 
how long it took before the two offices had a joint meeting, and we were able to meet. After a few years, I moved to 
Dallas and was no longer Don’s secretary.  There was a long break before we met again.  Don got married and had five 
kids, and I got married but never had kids.  About 25 years later, he reached out through the IBM network to see who 
was still around from his early IBM days.  He “pinged” my computer, I responded, and that was the start of the 
relationship.  We were both single at that time, but I was living in California.  I started meeting him at IBM meetings in 
different cities, and ultimately moved to the farm.  We got married in the church with five kids standing with us and 
Pastor Ruth officiating.  We did not invite anyone else to the wedding since we could not be sure what day we could 
get all five kids together on the same day; three were in three different colleges at the time. 

Don, Karen, and the kids moved from Hudson, WI, when he transferred with IBM many years ago.  I moved 
from southern California 16 years ago (or as I usually say 16 winters)! 

I retired from IBM in 2020 after 42 years.  I started out in word processing and later became a secretary.  I still 
have the same role at IBM, but I am now employed by Manpower.  My word processing days were so much fun!  If 
someone dropped off a handwritten document, I sometimes had it typed, printed, and on their desk within minutes.  I 
actually placed second in the U.S. in shorthand (1978), but that skill quickly left me since nobody was using it at the 
office.  My dad was a secretary in the Army (WWII), and we would send letters back and forth in shorthand. It drove 
my mother crazy!! 

I sometimes have regrets being a workaholic; I never felt I could be successful at a full-time job outside the 
house and take care of everything children needed, too.  I have so much respect for those handling both roles.  I was 
blessed to marry someone with five kids; making me a very lucky stepmom.   

I am still a workaholic, but now have farm duties.  When I first moved here, I could barely lift a bucket of grain 
or a bale of hay.  I am proud to say I can handle the farm work like a pro now, and if Don is not around, I know who to 
call for problems.  I have been on a weight loss journey since October 13, 2019, so am very focused on healthy eating 
and exercise.  I am the Treasurer of PAPA (Pine Area People for the Arts), and the host of our summer concert series.   

I started coming here when Don and I were dating, approximately 16.5 years ago.  At that time, there were 
two services.  Since Don was a farmer, he forced me to come to the 8am service.  I wasn’t thrilled, but … we were 
dating … you do things you might not normally want to do!  One morning, the choir was singing, and I was surprised; I 
didn’t realize there was even a choir since they normally were singing at the second service.  I will never forget the 
moment I was HOOKED.  This angelic voice was singing a solo.  I was mesmerized.  Don was fidgeting with his bulletin.  
I grabbed it out of his hand and held it on the seat to avoid any conflicting sound to disturb this beautiful singing.  
When the service was over, I walked up to this beautiful blonde woman (Naomi!) and quietly said “I don’t know who 
you are or where you came from, but that was amazing.”  I then told her I was an alto, and she took my arm, 
introduced me to Rick, the choir director at the time, and announced “Rick, this is Betsy, she’s an Alto, and she will be 
singing in the choir now.”  I tried to tell her I didn’t have time, but I was a bit star struck to think I could sing with “that 
voice.”  She would not let me say no.  Sixteen years later … I’m still star struck! 

As many of you know, I am Jewish.  I am proud of my heritage and religion, but was raised watching my 
mother volunteer at Christian events, and she was a soloist in local churches.  My brother was a choir director at a 
church in Mankato.  Everyone here is very respectful of my background, and I have never felt out of place.  This 



church reminds me of the synagogue where I was raised.  It had wooden pews and beautiful stained-glass windows.  
We just didn’t have organ pipes and a cross!  I have also found my happy place (besides the choir loft) in the kitchen.  
Working with Vicky and the great kitchen ladies (and men!), is a highlight for me.  I can’t wait to get back in the 
kitchen and clean the plates (my dogs miss the table scraps).     

Thank you to Don for bringing me into this wonderful church and allowing me to meet the amazing people 
who have welcomed me with open arms.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the month of Wet April, we would  

appreciate any donations of: 

• Baby Soap/Wash 

• Baby Wipes 

• Wash cloths/towels 

• Baby Lotions 

• Anything that will help keep that baby 

squeaky clean! 

Thank you for all your donations in ensuring that our closet will be a success 

when we open!  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pine Island Baby Closet  

Pine Island Baby Closet wants to say  

Thank you for all the donations and support you have shown in such a small amount of time. 

Thank you for believing in us to serve our community and surrounding areas. 

Thank you for all you do. 

Pine Island Sharing Shelves 

Here are few items in need at the Food Shelf 

right now: 

Condiments 

Personal care items 

Paper products 

Canned pineapple and pears 

Fruit cups and oranges fruit cups 

Rice 

Pancake syrup 

As always, any and all donations are gratefully accepted, especially cash! 
Thank you for your continued support!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryant Weis   April 02 

Sandy Anderson April 03 

Roger Taylor  April 03 

Dan Metcalf  April 04 

Connie Sather  April 04 

Marie Rolbiecki  April 09 

Mardelle Rueber April 09 

Wes Sorum   April 09 

Dorothy Closner April 10 

Ken Hames  April 11 

Aleah Sonnenberg April 12 

Michelle Huneke April 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Doherty  April 14 

Emily Miller  April 16 

Mike Bruce   April 17 

Milo Miller  April 18 

Roberta Hickey  April 21 

Tammy Markham April 23 

Sam Miller  April 23 

Collin Murray  April 25 

Maddy Shelstad  April 25 

Chase Smithers  April 28 

Tucker Fogerty  April 30 

Mattsen Heller  April 30 

 

Murray, Rick & Diane  April 03 

Thomforde, Jeremy & Melissa  April 03 

Kent, Bill & Nancy  April 08 

Harper, Ken & Neletta  April 15 

Anderson, Jim & Sandy  April 25 

 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends 

Thank you for your prayers for my sister Cecile. 

Cecile did know that you were praying for her. 

All of her children and grandchildren were able 

to see and talk to her. She made it home where 

she wanted to be. I was also able to see her.  

Thank you for your love and support. 

God bless you.   

Josephine  

Dear United Methodist Church  

Greetings and stay safe. You’re always 

close to me and my family. Many great 

friends. 

Stay safe and go with God.  

Love Dennis and Family  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 Worship Services  

  9:00am 

 Join us to watch live at 

https://www.facebook.com/piumc 

 

 You can also watch the 

 recorded video at 

 Http://piumc.org/ 
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