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From Pastor Tony
I was looking in my unpacked moving boxes the other day for my Crystal Ball.
You know the ones that you can look into and they will predict the future.
But I couldn’t find it. It turns out that it was in another box; the one marked “Stuff I
Don’t Have.” It’s in that box right next to the hat that I can put on so that I can read
other people’s minds. (Yeah, believe or not, I don’t have a “mind reading” hat, either!)
But I have to admit that this is a time when I’d really like to predict the future. So much
around us changes not just week by week, but some days hour by hour. And I
remember from my college days if 3
you put a mouse in a maze and then introduce uncertainty by having things change in a way that are unpredictable, that
mouse does not respond in good ways.
On one hand, we can see the light at the end of the pandemic tunnel. We already have friends and neighbors who have
returned to life as normal. Others are nervous because we have lived through so many surges of infections that were
accurately predicted. Others, for a variety of reasons, are unable to be vaccinated or have children who are too young
to be vaccinated, so they live under a different set of guidelines. And all of this want this uncertainty to be done.
It is in liminal, or in-between places like this, that we need to remember to be kind, gracious, and loving with one
another. People get restless when we are not sure what is going on. And anxiousness does not contribute to good
behavior.
So, let us love one another. If you need to hear this message directly from Jesus, take a look again at the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew chapters five through seven) and the Sermon on the Plain (Luke chapter six). Sit again with Jesus at the
Last Supper as he shares his final thoughts of what is most important (John chapters thirteen through seventeen).
The Apostle Paul puts it this way in the twelfth chapter in his letter to those in Rome (this is the paraphrase from The
Message version),
9Love from the center of who you are; don't fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good. 10Be good friends who
love deeply; practice playing second fiddle.
11Don't

burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, 12cheerfully expectant. Don't quit in hard
times; pray all the harder. 13Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality.
14Bless

your enemies; no cursing under your breath. 15Laugh with your happy friends when they're happy; share tears when they're
down. 16Get along with each other; don't be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don't be the great somebody.
17Don't

hit back; discover beauty in everyone. 18If you've got it in you, get along with everybody.– Romans 12:9-18

Then again, if we live our lives this way, the way Jesus commands us to live, we won’t need a crystal ball to make it
through times like this. As we love one another as Jesus loves us, and as we remember our commission to invite others
to become disciples of Jesus Christ so that the world can be transformed into a better place,
May God Bless Us!

Positions Open
Online Ministry Specialist
The SPRC committee is looking for someone to fill the position Online Ministry Specialist. This is a
relatively new position, but has become a critical aspect for our church as we move together in to a new
future of ministry. We are looking for someone who has the ability to
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop, implement and manage social media activities
Communicate with congregation and our community neighbors via social media
Minister to persons attending online worship
Promote upcoming events
Measure the success of social media campaigns
Work to increase the reach of our church’s social media presence and the engagement of new persons
in the life of our congregation
If you have skills in this area and would like to become involved in the social media area of our church, or if
you have someone to recommend to us, we invite you to talk to someone on the SPRC committee. Because
much of this ministry is online, and our staff meetings are also teleconferenced, our new Social Media
Specialist could be someone who works from a distance instead of being physically located in Pine Island. For
more information, please contact the church office at (507) 356-4553 or at piumc@bevcomm.net.

Director of Youth Ministry
Pine Island UMC looking for a person that can direct and lead the youth programming for our middle and high
school youth. The Director of Youth Ministry will seek to foster Christian community through building
relationships with young people that strengthen their commitment to the church and growth in faith in Jesus
Christ. The position requires a person who demonstrates a commitment to Jesus Christ, generates new ideas
and programs and values a team concept of ministry. This would include activities and events that appeal to
youth, while encouraging them to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ. The position requires great flexibility in
hours available for work, including evenings and weekends. Good organizational skills are a must for this
position. We would love to have a person ready to begin in the fall. If you are interested or know of someone
who would be interested, please contact the church office at (507) 356-4553 or at piumc@bevcomm.net.

Midweek News Weekly Email
This is your source of up-to-date news
about what’s happening each week!
Be sure to stay connected and in the know
by reading your midweek news!
If you are new to our congregation, we send out a weekly email each Wednesday with the four or five things
about Pine Island UMC that you will want to know about. On Friday, a weekend edition is sent out to help us
prepare for worship.
Please subscribe so you keep on getting this Midweek News. You can find the link at the bottom of the
page at www.piumc.org. (Click the Midweek News link and then click “subscribe” at the top of the current
issue.) If you have not received any issues, (after you have checked your “junk mail” folder) please call the
church office so that we can add you to the list.
If you don’t have email, we are mailing paper copies of the issues to you (along with the weekly bulletin and
sermon.) If you are not getting these mailings, please call the church office at (507) 356-4553.

Hospitality Implementation Team Update
“Love, Hope, and a Place to Belong”
Hospitality Implementation Team has begun our work to
improve our visual welcome for members, guests, and
visitors!
The Hospitality Committee has grouped our work into three lists:
• Priorities
• Easy to do
• Harder to do/Dreams/Wishlist
Items on the priority list include:
• General decluttering around the church building
• Creating a welcoming "children's corner" in the back of the sanctuary
• Making a second nursery more assessable for worship guests and Wednesday evening guests by having it on
the west side of the Fellowship Hall (with a live feed of worship on the monitor there)
We will be inviting more members of our congregation to join us in small, bite-sized projects around the church. Keep
your eyes open for these opportunities.
More details can be found at https://piumc.org/guest/forms/
We are doing this because we are “Love, Hope and A Place to Belong.”
We want new families to feel like they are home where they belong
The "extra" pew in the back of the Sanctuary found a new home in
the new Youth Room!
(One of the comments from one of our "mystery guests" was that we
must not have any youth in our congregation because there was no
place where they could call their own to gather.)

Our Sidewalk Coffee Fellowship Meets After Worship!
Join us after worship on Sundays on the sidewalk
for Coffee Fellowship!
1. Join us for worship either inside, outside, or

online… Then,
2. Safely enjoy coffee and fellowship with your

friends and meet new friends!

Tony shared this graphic with the congregation and there was interest is seeing it again. What this
communicates that that there is no one way of completely preventing the spread of COVID-19. It also shows
that there is both personal responsibility and corporate responsibility involve

Congratulations to our Seniors – please join us in congratulating our high school seniors! You are in our
prayers as you commence toward your future endeavors!
Our honored graduates are: Randy Lange, McKenna Mathison, Madisyn Collins.

Randy Lange
Son of Rachel Lange
Pine Island High School’
Randy plans to work full time and save
money before continuing his education

McKenna Mathison
Daughter of Brandon and Jamie Mathison
Pine Island High School
McKenna will be going to Winona State
University where she will be studying
Elementary Education

Madisyn Collins
Daughter of Jordan and Carrie Collins
Pine Island High School
Madisyn will be attending Rochester
Community and Technical College

Please come help us celebrate the Graduation of Randy Allan Lange on
Saturday, June 5, 2021, from 2-5 PM at the
Milton Town Hall (54368 250th Ave, West Concord, MN 55985).
Hand sanitizer and masks will be provided.
If you are unable to attend and would still like to celebrate Randy's accomplishment,
you may send congratulations to:
Randy Lange 23234 County Rd 24, West Concord, MN 55985
Thank you,
Rachel, Randy & Mikey

Alyssa Huneke
Bob Noser
Elizabeth Neil
Kristine Hovland
Erin Hovland
Dorothy Hervey
Bill Kent
Erwin Poncelet
Ken Hall
Mavis Lerol
Marcus Mancilman
John Mancilman

June 01
June 02
June 05
June 07
June 08
June 09
June 10
June 11
June 12
June 12
June 15
June 16

Gustine, Paul & Marsha
Guenther, Mike & Kathy
Rueber, Ken & Mardelle
Knutson, Alan & Cher
Hoehne, John & Pat

Amanda Smithers
Ed Berryman
Rick Murray
Belle Snyder
Mary Bluemer
Joleta Andrist
Jim Bartholomew
Jeremy Karppi
Alexzander Kischell
Zach Snyder
Bre Hitchcock
Jen Sorum
Pete Imhof
Isabelle Sorensen

June 05
June 13
June 25
June 27
June 28

June16
June 18
June 18
June 18
June 22
June 23
June 23
June 23
June 23
June 27
June 28
June 28
June 29
June 30

Worship Services
Sundays at 9:00 am
Inside – Outside – Online
Join us to watch live at
https://www.facebook.com/piumc

You can also watch the
recorded video at
https://piumc.org
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