
Pine Island United Methodist Church 

Living by the Rule of Christ – Matthew 18 

1. Discern God’s will (verses 8-9) 

a. Can I let it go or do I need to work for 

resolution? 

b. What part am I responsible for? 

c. What does God want? 

2. If the concern cannot be let go, then go to the other  
(vss. 15 & 16) 

a. Listen first to the other party 

b. Share my view with “I” messages 
c. Bring a witness or facilitator to the meeting if desired 

3. If steps 1 and 2 are completed and issues still exist, then involve the 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee (verse 17) 
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Matthew 18 
8 If you hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut if off and throw it away; It if 

better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or feet and to be 

thrown into the eternal fire.  9And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and 

throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 

thrown into the hell of fire. 

 
15 If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 

the two of you are alone.  If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  
16But if you are not listened to, take one or two of others along with you, so that every 

word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  17If the member 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church and if the offender refuses to listen even 

to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.   

 
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 
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