
From Pastor Tony  

I hear rumors from around town that some in the Pine Island United 

Methodist Church are wondering what our future holds. 

 

There are many questions about what will eventually happen to United 

Methodist churches around the world as we await our worldwide General 

Conference gathering in 2024 and as some congregations in Minnesota and 

around the country disassociate and leave our denomination.  Yet still, we 

here in Pine Island are working to have a vital congregation involved 

in the ministry of bringing new persons to faith in Jesus Christ, 

deepening the faith of those on this journey of faith, and making the 

world around us (near and far) a better place as a reflection of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

A couple of examples of this are the growth and joyous excitement present at 

our Vacation Bible School and Junior and Senior High campers who grew 

in their faith and trust in Jesus at Northern Pines Camp.  New small groups 

are forming to join in fellowship over coffee on Sunday mornings and during 

the week.  Another small group has started to encourage participants to live out their faith in deeper ways.  Our online 

Digital Coffeehouses are connecting persons from around the country together and deepening our friendships. 

 

Even though we are experiencing theological and political divisions in our United Methodist denomination, I personally 

have hope that we make decisions about our respective futures in ways that are loving and filled with grace.  One 

example was at Annual Conference when the authors of a resolution regarding the disassociation of some of our 

Minnesota congregations substituted their potentially combative and restrictive language with words and expressions of 

trust that grew out of the grace-filled ways in which they were treated by our Annual Conference leadership.  We can, 

and will, provide a loving, grace-filled model to our divided culture.  We do this by being an example of engaging in  

honest discussions, having mutual respect, and cooperating in mutual ministry, even while we are not in complete 

agreement. 

 

The pages of this newsletter offer highlights of how we are moving toward our aspirational goal of being a people who 

offer the love of Jesus to all, provide hope for those searching for better ways to live, and model a place in which all 

people can belong. 

 

As we share the good news of Christ and his love and grace to all, 

 

May God Bless Us! 
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Jesus: Healer was the theme for the conference and was based on Psalm 23 and John 

10:10-11 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Tuesday marked the first time in nearly three years that 

members of the Minnesota Annual Conference Session were able to worship, learn, and 
celebrate together in person. In addition to catching up with friends and colleagues, more 
than 500 clergy and lay attendees heard about the ways in which God is at work in the 

Minnesota Conference, approved three pieces of diversity, equity, and inclusion-related 
legislation, and worshiped with two special guests. 

 
Bishop Bard spoke several times to the delegates.  I enjoyed his wisdom, strong faith and 
sense of humor.  He reassured us that We need trust that God is at work, even when it 

seems the world is moving away from God’s purposes. 
  
He also told us that “The world needs the ministry of Jesus Christ through the church 

because it is the ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation and compassion and peace and 
joy and beauty and justice and building bridges and healing and love…This matters. 

Tonight matters.” 

$27,206 collected for the Love offering which will address food insecurity by supporting 

three Minnesota United Methodist food ministries, and assist those in need in our nation 

and world by supporting Red Bird Missionary Conference in Appalachia and Volunteers in 

Mission trips. 

 

Nineteen clergy were ordained, commissioned and recognized. All of those recognized 

affirmed that God had called them to their work, vowed to be faithful in prayer and study of 

the Holy Scriptures and pledged to do their best to live in accordance with the teaching of 

Christ. The ordination service is my favorite part of annual conference. In the closing 

worship service, 18 pastors retired who have together contributed 496 years of service. 

 

A presentation was made on the Emma Norton House.  The are building a new and better 

home for women who have experienced abuse and will provide recovery and growth. The 

home will be able to serve 60 women including facilities for small families. 

A piece of information that Pine Island United Methodist church should be very proud of is 

we have paid full apportionments for 53 consecutive years.   

Thank you for letting me serve as you lay leader and attend the conference.  Margie Berg    

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/


Thank You from Northern Pines Camp! 

Thirtysix campers and counselors from across Minnesota were at Northern Pines Camp  

outside of Park Rapids June 12-17. 

 

We had a great week of fun, making new friends, 

and growing in our faith!   

 

Pine Island United Methodist Church helped make 

this camp possible by having Pastor Tony be one of 

the Camp Deans who planned, led and participated 

in this camp. 

 

Thanks for your prayers for these youth and 

adults who were at Northern Pines Camp, as well 

as all the other campers and counselors from the 

state.   

 

 

 

Visit with Your Friends… Meet New Friends! 
 

Coffee Fellowship is offered in the rear of the Sanctuary at 

10:00 am following the 9:00 am service. 

 

Coffee is also available in the Parking Lot beginning at 10:00 

am before the 10:30 am service.   

 

Make plans to join us, visit with your friends, and 

make new ones! 

 

 

There is also the option to join us online at our Pine 

Island UMC Digital Campus for Coffee Fellowship 

 following the 9:00 am service.   

 

The "Digital Coffeehouse" will be opened up near the 

end of the 9:00 am service for those who want to join in.  

 

Scan the QR code to the right or go 

to www.piumc.org for the link to our 

digital campus.  

http://www.piumc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Truck Party - On a Roll with God 

Vacation Bible School was held June 6-10 for 14 enthusiastic children in the church parking lot.  The 

Food Truck Party invited children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our 

daily bread."  Children met DJ Cupcake who helped the children learn of the countless ways that God 

provides, loves and cares for us and others.  The week’s activities include interacting with DJ Cupcake 

who worked with Top Chef to make the food truck a success.  The children focused on a different Bible 

story each day that help the children to see how God has provided for his people in the past and will 

continue to provide for us.  The morning would not have been complete without singing, playing games, 

doing a variety of craft activities and enjoying snacks.  On Friday, the children took a trip to the nursing 

home to deliver flowers to the residents and to share some of their favorite songs with the residents.  

The week ended with a visit from Don Sanford and his food truck.  The children and their families 

enjoyed the lunch provided by Don and Noreen.  

Many thanks go out to Marni Alberts, Pastor Tony, Joleen Fink, 

Eve Pfannkuch and Josie Miller for their role in making the 

week a success.  It takes many people to make the week a 

success, and I so appreciate all of the help during the week.  

Thanks also to the people who helped to put the tent up and 

to take the tent down.  As they said, many hands make the 

work go fast.  Last, but not least, a big thank you to the 

wonderful group of children that we had the pleasure to 

work with during the week.  VBS is only as great as the 

participants and we had the best! 

 

 

 

 

  



Baby Closet News 
 

Formula Shared with Others 

Before the formula shortage hit hard we at the Baby Closet, were racing the 
clock to get families to take formula before it expired. We had a few families 

come forward. We didn't want to see the formula go to waste, so we thought 

about how we could get it to babies outside of our local area. We reached out 

to CHAP (Caring, Helping & Providing) Christian thrift store up in Burnsville. 

They were thrilled that we found them. They had LOTS of families that could 

use the formula. We were able to bring them two boxes of formula and keep a 

few containers for our families here who utilize the Baby Closet.  

 

As we were unloading the second large box filled with containers of formula, the lady at the CHAP store 

started crying and couldn't express her thanks enough. With the formula shortage raging, we at the Baby 

Closet have been able to help families get the correct formula their babies need.  

 

We continue to pray that the problem is quickly fixed. 

In the midst of the formula shortage, donations of formula and diapers have continued to come in so that we 

can continue to help the families who come to us. 

Please continue to hold our Pine Island Baby Closet mission in your prayers.  We have indeed been blessed! 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanks to Everyone who Helped with Pine Island Cheese Festival  
Our congregation was the site of the first annual Community 

Hymn Sing on Sunday morning at 10:30 am. 
 

We were also in the Grand Parade at 1:00 pm with a float 

and food truck which promoted our "Food Truck Party!" 

Vacation Bible School. 

 

During the Grand Parade, we had a wagon with people 

from our church greeting parade goers.  Other walked the 

parade route and handed out Tootsie Rolls and 

information about our church and Vacation Bible 

School.  Don Sanford’s Crumble Beef Food Truck 

helped make a big impression with our parade entry! 
 
  



JUNE 6, 2022 

Becoming a Disciple 
Bob Schiavone (Kentucky, USA) 
 

[Jesus] saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake . . . . “Come, follow me,” 

Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed 

him. - Mark 1:16-18 (NIV) 

 

Tee times, happy hour, concerts, ball games, and tailgating were normal events in my life until a 

poor decision led to my DUI. My way of life was one of self-absorption, self-reliance, and self-

destruction. I knew I had to change if I was to save my marriage, my family, and my career. 

Hearing my devastating news, a friend asked me this question: “Where is Jesus in your life? He 

needs to be your priority.” For the first time in my life I heard the call to follow Jesus. 

My relationship with Jesus began with an Emmaus Walk, an intense four-day Christian retreat. 

During that time of surrender led by the Holy Spirit, I participated in early morning devotionals, 

spent time reading scripture, and prayed. When I returned from the retreat, I began serving God — 

first within my church and then through local ministries. The result has been a transformational 

journey, and I have found my calling leading a small group of brothers in Christ helping in the 

development of other disciples. 

We read about two kinds of people in the Gospels — the crowds and the disciples. Crowds are 

curious but remain influenced by the world. That was me. Disciples live in the word and serve as 

the hands and feet of God on earth — using time, talent, and treasure. Now, I am a disciple. 
TODAY'S PRAYER 

Father God, help us to let go and let you lead us where you need us. May we share with others 

your way of love and mercy. Amen. 

 

“We read about two kinds of people in the Gospels — the crowds and the 

disciples…” 

Do you want to learn more about the Upper Room’s Ministry called “The Walk to Emmaus”?  

Pastor Tony will be the Spiritual Director of the Men’s 

Walk to Emmaus during February 16-19, 2023.  The 

Women’s weekend is February 23-26, 2023.  Please 

talk to Tony to learn more about this 

wonderful, grace-filled weekend. 
 

 

  

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals/en-2022-06-06


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Lois Bruce  July   1 
Alec Hervey  July   3 
Ella Sorum  July   3 
Shirley Hall  July   5 
Derek Buscovik  July   6 
Steve Nei  July   7 
Margie Dunkle  July 11 
Jo Anne Judge-Dietz  July 12 
Jamie Simpson  July 14 
Angela Friese  July 15 
Karen Zimara  July 15 
Jennifer Jesseph  July 16 
Brian Weis  July 16 
Nancy Kent  July 17 
Bonnie Kundert  July 19 
Jerry Beckman  July 20 
Adalyn Keller  July 20 
Noreen Sanford  July 22 
Odell Ruesink  July 23 
Donna Beckman  July 26 
Lainey Sorensen  July 26 
Zackariah Hassan  July 30 

Walt & Karen Zimara, July   6  
Angela & Seth Friese July 18  
Erwin & Theresa Poncelet July 19  
Jordan & Carrie Collins July 26 



  



 

 

 


