
 

“Ready for Jesus… Where Is Your Heart?” 

Luke 12:32-40  

8/7/2022 

 

Are you ready for Jesus? 

 
40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at a 

time when you don't expect him. 

– Luke 12:40 

Some people are really interested in the book of John’s Revelation 

 The final book in our Bible 

Others are kinda anxious about John’s Revelation 

 

Some are wondering if we are living in the end times right now. 

 

John, in his Revelation, says this in the sixth chapter, 
7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 

living creature say, "Come!" 8 So I looked, and there was a pale 

green horse. Its rider's name was Death, and the Grave was 

following right behind. They were given authority over a fourth of 

the earth, to kill by sword, famine, disease, and the wild animals of 

the earth.  

– Revelation 6:7-8 

And Jesus himself talks about the end of time 
7 They asked him, "Teacher, when will these things happen? What 

sign will show that these things are about to happen?"  

 
8 Jesus said, "Watch out that you aren't deceived. Many will come in 

my name, saying, 'I'm the one!' and 'It's time!' Don't follow them. 
9 When you hear of wars and rebellions, don't be alarmed. These 

things must happen first, but the end won't happen immediately."  

 
10 Then Jesus said to them, "Nations and kingdoms will fight against 

each other. 11 There will be great earthquakes and wide-scale food 

shortages and epidemics. There will also be terrifying sights and 

great signs in the sky.  

– Luke 21:7-11 

So, when we look at the news headlines and see 

• Wars 

• Food shortages 

• Disease 

• Epidemics 

• Earthquakes 

• 1,000-year weather events happening each week 

Just to name a few things… 

It causes some people to wonder if this is it 

 

There’s even a cottage industry of predicting the end of time 

Wikipedia documents 174 different predictions  

  of when the end of time would come –  

 and those are the dates that have already passed by 

There are 20 more predicted dates that are yet to come. 

– https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 

List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events 

– July 29, 2022 

Almost 200 predicted times when the world would end 

With such a list,  

 It’s my advice not to focus our time and energy on  

  When it will happen. 

Instead, we should have our focus  

 On being ready when it happens 

 

After all, even Jesus said, 
36 "But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the 

heavenly angels and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 

– Matthew 24:36 

This week I heard an old saying for the first time… 

Stay ready so you don’t have to get ready. 

 

It’s a whole lot less stressful  

  getting ready for guests to arrive at your house 

 if you keep your house more or less clean, right? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events
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Jesus puts it this way, 
35 "Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like people 

waiting for their master to come home from a wedding celebration, 

who can immediately open the door for him when he arrives and 

knocks on the door. 

– Luke 12:35-36 

And, again, 
40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at a 

time when you don't expect him. 

– Luke 12:40 

So, how can we know if we are ready? 

What’s a measurement tool that we can use? 

 

There’s no doubt a bunch of them. 

 

In today’s reading, Jesus offers this little insight… 
34 Where your treasure is, there your heart will be too. 

– Luke 12:34 

An indication of where our hearts are at, 

 Is where we have placed our treasure. 

 

In the olden days,  

 I’d have us pull out our checkbook registers 

(Remember what a checkbook is?) 

We could just take a quick glance at what checks we’ve written 

 Over the last couple of months 

  And have a clear depiction of where our priorities are 

How much did we spend on  

 Eating at restaurants versus how much we gave to the church 

 Vacations or hobbies versus how much we gave to charities 

 

In other words,  

 How much do we spend on ourselves,  

  The things we want and are nice to have 

 And how much do we spend on helping those in need 

 

Nowadays, you might have to open your online banking app 

 To get an honest answer about how we spend our money 

 

Where do we invest our treasure? 

It might provide insight as to where our heart is 

 

And after our checkbook, 

 In the olden days, I’d have us pullout our calendars 

Anyone still carry around a pocket calendar? 

 

It’s not just how we spend our money 

It’s also about how we spend our time 

 

How much time do we spend on 

 Watching TV versus volunteering  

 Scrolling through the Internet versus calling a friend who might be 

lonely 

 

At this point,  

 I need to pause and let you know 

  That I am not preaching against 

• Watching TV 

• Being on the Internet 

• Going on vacation 

• Having a hobby 

• Eating at restaurants 

• Spending money on alcohol, tobacco, vaping, gambling 

(In the 1700’s habits that kept people in poverty) 

There can be a benefit to some of these things in our lives 

The point is to look at where that balance point is 

(Show True North Slide) 

Bill George, the former CEO of Medtronic 

 Interviewed 125 high level business leaders 

He took what he learned  

 and wrote the book Discover Your True North 

 

At one point in the book, he talks about four buckets 

(Show Four Buckets Slide) 
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Philip McCrea of ClearPoint names his buckets 

• Professional Life 

• Personal Life 

• Family Life 

• Community and Friends 

 

Here’s the thing for me 

My buckets are never perfectly balanced 

Now, I can tell when they get really lopsided 

 (And Joleen can tell even before I notice it!) 

I’ve learned not to beat myself up for being out of balance, 

I just have to be intentional about putting some more sand 

 In those buckets that I am neglecting 

 

I encourage us to do the same thing 

 When we look at how we are spending our time and money 

 

What are we neglecting? 

Where do we need to put a little bit more sand? 

 

What advice would Jesus give to you? 

 

If we are spending too much on ourselves, 

 Can we shift some of that to helping others? 

Are we spending too much time in unproductive pursuits? 

 Perhaps we can call a friend or volunteer with Habitat? 

(Show blank Slide) 

Remember that line,  

It is more blessed to give than to receive 

– Acts 20:35 

The Apostle Paul said in his farewell address 

 To the leaders of the Ephesian church? 

  As he attributed it to Jesus 

 

There is something to that idea 

It is more blessed to give than to receive 

When we send youth and adults on mission trips, 

 The volunteers seem to get a bigger blessing 

  That those who are being served 

 

What General Agency of the United Methodist Church 

 facilitated church mission trips? 

Not the General Board of Global Ministries 

  The mission agency of the church 

 But the General Board of Discipleship 

  The agency focused on growing the faith of our members 

 

I dare you to take a step of faith,  

 And open yourselves up to be blessed by helping others 

 

Imagine Jesus beaming at you as he says, 
32 "Don't be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in 

giving you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to those in 

need. Make for yourselves wallets that don't wear out—a treasure in 

heaven that never runs out. 

– Luke 12:32-33 

Now Jesus doesn’t say ‘sell all your possessions’  

 And go into poverty 

But he dares us to let go of some of our accumulated treasure 

 And help someone in need 

 

It might be a donation to help out where help is needed 

It might be an hour or two of your time 
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32 "Don't be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in 

giving you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to those in 

need. Make for yourselves wallets that don't wear out—a treasure in 

heaven that never runs out. No thief comes near there, and no moth 

destroys. 34 Where your treasure is, there your heart will be too.  

(Show Jesus at Door Slide) 
35 "Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like people 

waiting for their master to come home from a wedding celebration, 

who can immediately open the door for him when he arrives and 

knocks on the door. 

– Luke 12:32-36 

Are you ready for Jesus? 

 

Stay ready so you don’t have to get ready. 

 

 

(Joys and Concerns / Pastoral Prayer)

 

 


