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(Show Noah’s Ark Slide) 
36 "But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the 

heavenly angels and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 37 As it was 

in the time of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 In those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. 
39 They didn't know what was happening until the flood came and 

swept them all away. The coming of the Son of Man will be like that. 

– Matthew 24:36-39 

Back in the day when Noah built the ark 

 Everyone except Noah and his family were oblivious 

  To what was going to happen. 

No one, besides Noah,  

 cared much about what God desired for them, 

  and only cared about themselves. 

(Show blank slide) 

Nowadays, are we wholly focused on God  

  and God’s will in our lives? 

 or are we, too, centered on our own lives 

  and distracted from God by many things? 

What could ever distract us from God? 

 

Oh wait, I have a call coming in… 

 

Are we distracted from the really important parts of life 

 By phone calls, Text messages, Emails, 

 Snapchat and Instagram messages 

 Smartwatches 

 

Steven Covey in his book, “First Things First” 

 Tells us that there are four categories of activities in our life 

(Show quadrant slide) 

1.Important and urgent 

2.Important and not urgent 

3.Not important and urgent 

4.Not important and not urgent 

(Show not important and not urgent slide) 

An example of something that is  

  not important and not urgent 

 is going through the spam and junk mail folders 

  in all my email inboxes 

I really should do it someday, 

 But there are lots of other things  

  that would be a better use of my time 

(Show not important and urgent slide) 

An example of something that is  

  not important but urgent 

 are those phone calls I get offering me car warranties 

Even though I don’t know everyone who calls me on my cellphone 

 It could be someone telling me that someone is sick 

  Or that some tragedy has happened 

So, I answer my phone  

 And then hang up as fast as politely can with that telemarketer 

Or even faster with a robocall 

 

Facebook posts, Snapchats, and Instagram and Tik Tok videos 

 They might also fit in this urgent but not important category 

(Show important and urgent slide) 

But those calls with news of hospital emergencies or deaths 

 Those are both important and urgent 

And when I get these calls whatever I am working on stops  

 And I respond as quickly as I can to the emergency 

Writing a sermon each week and preparing for worship 

 Is in this category for me 

What are the important and urgent things for you in your life? 

 

Yet, there is one box left 

Things that are important but not urgent 

(Show important and not urgent slide) 

These are the things that more often than not, 

 We don’t get around to doing 

Sometimes they every get pushed aside  

 by interruptions or diversions  

  from Facebook, Snapchat, or Tic Tok 
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We know we should take care of these  

 important but not urgent items 

But we often put them off 

 Examples of these things are  

  the relationships in our lives (date nights? Children?) 

  finding meaning in our lives 

  for me – finding time to go to the gym  

  And the most important thing is our relationship  

   to Jesus Christ and our salvation 

 

Even though these things are important, they’re not urgent 

  And we usually put them off… and put them off again 

Yet, they are the most important things for us 

 

Jesus tells us we need to be sure and take care of these things 

We need to be ready and to be prepared 

 
42 Therefore, stay alert!  

You don't know what day the Lord is coming.  

 

44 Therefore, you also should be prepared,  

because the Son of Man will come at a time you don't know.  

– Matthew 24: 42, 44 

We need to ready ourselves – although we often put it off 

(Show blank slide) 

And how we perceive that day 

  What we think it will be like 

 Determines our attitude and how we prepare for it. 

Some consider the day of the Lord’s coming  

 with dread and foreboding 

 

Maybe you’ve encountered someone in your life 

 Who has shared the Good News of Jesus Christ with you 

  By trying to scare the you-know-what out of you 

 

When Jesus comes again, 

 They make it sound like it will be a day of  

  Wrath and punishment 

Who wouldn’t look forward to a day of 

 Weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, huh? 

 

But I don’t consider the coming of our Lord  

 A day filled with dread 

I think it will be a great day for those of us who love Jesus 

 

And if I look forward to the day when Jesus comes, 

 That changes how I get ready 

 

Instead of dreading and fearing the return of Jesus, 

 How about if we look forward to it 

  As though it is more like  

   a wonderful Christmas celebration? 

A joyous time of eager awaiting fulfilled 

 

Imagine a joyous time of opening presents 

 That were given to you by people who loved you 

Put yourself around that joyous Christmas dinner table 

 Enjoying the company of your loving family 

 

And with you-know-who not talking politics for once 

 

When we look forward to Jesus this way, 

 We look forward with a yearning anticipation 

I think that this is the way we Christians should anticipate 

 The return of Jesus our Christ, our Savior 

 

So, when we look forward to this day with joy, 

 How do we prepare ourselves, now? 

 How do we make ourselves ready? 

 How do we watch for our Lord’s return? 

 

Well, first, if we are on the lookout for Jesus, 

 We need to be able to recognize him  

  when he comes over the hill 

How? 
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(Show Bible Study slide) 

By reading and studying the Bible, 

 Listening to what Jesus has told us 

 Getting an idea for who he is and how he loves us 

(Show Christian Fellowship slide) 

We also need to listen to the stories  

  of others who know and who love Jesus 

 To hear the ways they have come to know and recognize him 

 

And recognizing Jesus is a two-way street. 

We want Jesus to know us, too, right? 

(Show Prayer and Devotion slide) 

Jesus comes to know us and our voice  

 Through our times in prayer with him 

(Show Worship slide) 

We also strengthen our love and knowledge of Jesus 

 As we worship and praise his name 

(Show Holy Communion slide) 

And we are intimately connected with him 

  Through the holy sacrament of Holy Communion 

 The next time you partake of the communion elements 

  Imagine that Jesus is right here, with us, like he promised 

  “This is my body” – broken for you 

  “This is my blood” – shed for the forgiveness of sin, your sin 

 

As we watch for Jesus to return 

 We want to be able to recognize him when he comes 

 And we want him to be able to recognize us 

 

Jesus tells his followers, 
21 "Not everybody who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will get into the 

kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father who is 

in heaven will enter. 22 On the Judgment Day, many people will say 

to me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in your name and expel 

demons in your name and do lots of miracles in your name?' 23 Then 

I'll tell them, 'I've never known you. Get away from me, you people 

who do wrong.' 

– Matthew 7:21-23 

Yes, it is important for us to  

 Read and study the Bible 

 Hang out with and listen to the witness and testimony of others 

 Pray regularly  

 Participate in worship wholeheartedly  

 Be completely present in Holy Communion 

And, we also need to do the will of our Father in heaven 

 

Just one chapter later from this morning’s reading from Matthew, 

 Jesus talks about what it will be like  

  when the Son of Man comes in his glory 

He will be able to separate the blessed ones from the damned 

 As easily as a shepherd separates sheep from goats 

 

And how is it so easy? 
34 "Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who will 

receive good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was 

prepared for you before the world began. 35 I was hungry and you 

gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I was naked and you gave me 

clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison 

and you visited me.' 

 

 37 "Then those who are righteous will reply to him, 'Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 
38 When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 

give you clothes to wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison 

and visit you?'  

 
40 "Then the king will reply to them, 'I assure you that when you have 

done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

have done it for me.' 

–Matthew 25:43-40 

The righteous ones lived out their faith,  

 and acted on what God would have them do 

(Show Living Out Our Faith slide) 
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The same is true for us 

We need to be constantly ready for Jesus to come 

 By living out our faith through how we serve others 

 

We need to enjoy the wonderful presence of Jesus 

  Every hour, every day 

 Not just for an hour on Sunday 

 Not just during our morning devotions 

 

We are to live every minute of our lives next to Jesus 

We are to enjoy every moment, in Jesus’ presence  

 

Want more joy in your life? 

(Show blank slide) 

When we live our lives like this, in joyful obedience, 

 Then we will truly not miss Jesus when he comes again to us 

Whether he comes in glory riding on the clouds of heaven… 

Or he is made known to us  

 in the eyes of a beloved saint of our congregation 

Or if he comes to us simply as a child  

 in a Sunday School program 

 Or in a manger 

 

If we are ready, we won’t miss him 

 

Jesus says, 
42 Therefore, stay alert!  

You don't know what day the Lord is coming.  

 

44 Therefore, you also should be prepared,  

because the Son of Man will come at a time you don't know.  

– Matthew 24: 42, 44 

  

Wait for the Lord by preparing the way for the Lord. 

 

(Response Hymn “Wait for the Lord” # 3049 (verse 1)) 

 
 

 
 

 


