
 

  

From Pastor Tony  

I have a prediction.  By the time you read this, your Christmas celebrations will just be a 

memory (unless you have some of your celebrations during the Season of Christmas which 

doesn’t end in the Christian Church until January 6th.) 

 

Beth Ludlum put it this way in The Upper Room’s Disciplines devotional a couple of years ago,  

We know the joy of Christmas rarely lasts long. The carols cease, and our indulgences perhaps lead to a gym membership. 

We pack away the nativity set even before the kings have arrived at Epiphany (January 6th). Maybe that’s why, before 

Christmas has even passed, stores stock shelves for Valentine’s Day, the next shot of commercially available happiness. 

 

So how do we find true happiness?  How do we find a joy that can fill our lives to overflowing?  Especially when all the 

used wrapping paper and empty gift boxes are in the recycling bin? 

 

There is a truth contained in a story I read in the same daily devotional guide.  This story comes from Frank Rogers … 

Mike hated the commercialism of Christmas. When forced to retire early, he checked out altogether. “Get me nothing,” he 

grouched, “until people understand what Christmas is all about.” That year, his wife, Nan, gave him a white envelope, which 

she nestled into the tree. Inside, Nan pledged to sew uniforms for an underprivileged wrestling team. Once she started, Mike 

decided to help. Together, they sized the children, cut the fabric, and befriended the school kids. By year’s end, Mike was 

ready for another envelope. Nan left another that Christmas, and each year thereafter. The acts of kindness they shared 

together sprouted throughout their city: birdhouses for a refuge, a playground for a children’s home, a community garden from 

a vacant lot. Those became the best years of their lives.  

 

One year, Mike passed away three days before Christmas. Friends and family gathered to share Nan’s grief. On Christmas 

Eve, Nan placed, for Mike, one last envelope into the tree. She awoke Christmas morning to squeals downstairs. As she came 

down, she surveyed her loved ones. Then she saw the tree. It was covered in white. Dozens of envelopes—from every child, 

grandchild, nephew, and niece—pledged acts of kindness in honor of Mike, the man who loved Christmas. 

 

It seems each time I read this story, my eyes get a bit moist and my face begins to tingle.  I can imagine how it felt for 

Nan to see that tree… and remember the things that she and Mike did together – and realize that these gifts of service 

would continue.  Acts of kindness that would fill their own lives with joy. 

 

The secret to this joy is not just hearing that Jesus was born.  It is knowing Jesus in such a way that it transforms our life. 

And then living this new life, serving and giving ourselves to others, being filled with a joy that spills over into the lives of 

others.  As we begin 2023, let’s try living out such a joyous life! 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the One who comes to dwell with us, offering love, hope and place to belong to those Jesus 

came to save, 

 

May God Bless Us! 
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THE SECRET TO THIS JOY IS NOT JUST 

HEARING THAT JESUS WAS BORN.   

 

IT IS KNOWING JESUS IN SUCH A WAY 

THAT IT TRANSFORMS OUR LIFE. 



 

  
New Members Joining in December 

 

Seven people have completed our most recent New Member 

Meetings and will be joining our church on 

Sunday, December 11.  Please make a personal effort to 
welcome these newest members to our church family. 

 

Joleen Fink (Fairmont UMC) and Mary Gillard (West 

Concord UMC) transferred their membership from another 

United Methodist congregation, Carol Peterman and Jacob Peterman transferred in from Lands Lutheran 

Church, Josh Hielscher and Jeremy Ryan were not currently members of a church, and Connie Peterman 

joining by Confession of Faith (publicly professing her faith in Jesus Christ for the first time.) 

 

We have 15 others who are already active in our congregation who have been invited to join.  Many of these 

people will be in our next new member class because they were unable to attend these most recent New 

Member meetings.  We are also planning on having a Zoom Meeting option for New Member 

meetings for those who do not live near Pine Island but are regular participants in worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New members who joined are (from left) Josh Hielscher, Carol Peterman, and Jacob and Connie Peterman. 

Not pictured are Joleen Fink, Mary Gillard, and Jeremy Ryan, who joined via the livestream. 



 

  

2022 Christmas L.O.V.E. Project 
 

On Saturday, December 17, we at Pine Island United Methodist Church brightened Christmas for 30 of our 

neighbors!  We were able to provide a Christmas meal for nine families and gifts and outfits for 21 children.  
 

A sincere thank you goes out to the following businesses and organizations that support this endeavor:  

• Goodhue Toys for Tots 

• Pine Island Fire Department 

• Pine Island United Fund  

• Island Market  

• Main Street Dental 

• St. Paul Lutheran Quilters  

• Senior Center Quilters   

 
Due to your contributions of socks and undies, we were also able to help the Pine Island Area Schools 

with their Holiday Helper Christmas Event.  This program, through the school district, served many more 

of our neighbors with gifts for their families. Thank you! 

 

This wonderful sharing would not have been possible without the generosity of all of you who donated 

money, time, and support to the L.O.V.E. (Lots Of Volunteer Effort) Project. 

 
 



  

WAB Gives to Sharing Shelves 

 

The Pine Island UMC Women’s Advisory Board recently donated 

$500 from their proceeds of the Harvest Home Dinner to the Pine 

Island Sharing Shelves Food Shelf. 
 

This donation from the WAB was doubled by a matching gift, so it is 

as though our $500 ended up being a $1,000 donation to feed 

persons in Pine Island who are food insecure. 

 

 

Trivia that all of us should know:  The Sharing Shelves Food Shelf got its 

start here at Pine Island United Methodist Church. 

 

If You Go to the Hospital… 

 

Please let the Church Office know at 

(507) 356-4553. 

 
Generations ago, hospitals would call churches and 

let them know which of their members were in the 

hospital.  More recently, local pastors had access to 

“religious census” reports, which listed patients by 

their church. 

 

This is no longer the case. 

 

We need your help to know who is in the hospital.  Pastor Tony can be reach 24 hours a day, 

7 days each week on his cellphone, which is (507) 236-3781. 

 

We are moving back closer to how it was before the pandemic.  Beginning Tuesday, December 6, patients at 

Mayo Clinic in Rochester are now able request an unlimited number of visitors to be placed on their visitor 

list. All visitors must be on the patient's visitor list or will not be allowed to visit. So, as long as a clergy 

person is on the list, they can be a visitor. (Yes, Pastor Tony needs to be added to the patient’s list in order to 

get through the door into the hospital.) The Children's hospital and birthing centers have their own adapted rules 

due to their particularly sensitive population. 



 

  

Holiday Helper Partnership 

 

An ENORMOUS thank you for making undie-Sunday(s) a MASSIVE success! 

The Pine Island United Methodist Church family was able to fill five big boxes 

to send to the school Holiday Helper program. (They look small in the 

picture, but trust me, they filled up the whole back of my trunk.)  

 

The Pine Island Area Schools Holiday Helper program was able to 

help 35 families and 90 kiddos.  

 

To quote one of the families,  

“Thank you so much! Words cannot express how much this helps me and my kids this year. I will not forget this 

and as soon as I’m able, I will be making a donation to this program so I can pay the kindness forward. Thank you 

again. Have a Merry Christmas and God bless you all.”  

 

Clothing items left over from the event will be going into the school SOP (Support Our Panthers) closets.  

 

The Baby Closet was also able to help supply diapers and formula to the event. Hopefully 

we’ll get more families to utilize the closet.  

 

Thank you again for the wonderful Christmas spirit of giving and helping others. 

 

Emily Miller 

  



 

  

A Christmas Note from Our Finance Team 

 

Dear Church Members,  

 

Your faithfulness to Pine Island United Methodist Church has made a “world of difference,” literally.  
 

Remember the scene from the classic Christmas movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” when the angel shows George 

Bailey what Bedford Falls would look like without him? Without George Bailey, 

Bedford Falls becomes "Pottersville," a city rampant with sin and villainy, where 

greed and self-gratification are paramount. 

 

What would our town of Pine Island look like without Pine Island United 

Methodist Church?  

 

Can you imagine?  

 

Centered at a pivotal intersection of commerce and travel, PIUMC is not only a beacon of hope; it is an 

integral part of repelling “evil, injustice, and oppression,” and attracting the prosperity and favor of Heaven to 

our town.  

 

It’s human nature to underestimate our value, our relevance and our influence.  May I remind you: All of you 

who have contributed have done, and continue to do, astounding things. 

 

You are part of something wonderful, impactful, life changing…and truly world 

changing. You are necessary for the sake of our whole community!  

 

Thank you for renewing your commitment financially, no matter the size of your 

financial gift, and for renewing your commitment to in-person worship, for those 

of you who are able bodied and can safely gather to 

worship together; as well as those who are faithful in 

attendance each week online. 

 

All of us together can keep Pine Island United Methodist Church a viable and impactful 

provider of ministry in our “wonderful” community. 

 
It is a wonderful life! 

 

Duane Alberts,  

Finance Committee 



 

 

  

 Church Offering Envelope boxes are here to pick up.  If you 

want your box of envelopes, please stop-by and pick them up in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

If you would like them to be mailed to you, please contact the 

Church office Monday, Wednesday, or Friday mornings at 356-4553 

or email at jen@piumc.org. 

 

  Meet New Friends!  Visit with Those You Already Know… 
 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship is offered every 

Sunday in the rear of the Sanctuary at 

10:00 am following the 9:00 am service. 

 

 

 

There is also the option to join us each 

Sunday online at our Pine Island 

UMC Digital Campus for Coffee Fellowship following the 9:00 am 

service.  The “room” will be opened up near the end of the 9:00 am service 

for those who want to join in. A worship slide will appear at the end of the 

service for those who wish to join online. 

 

 

Coffee, hot water, and hot chocolate are also available in the Parking Lot beginning at 10:00 am 

before the 10:30 am service.   

 

 

We also have our "Digital Coffeehouse" on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm!  

 

New persons are joining us from around the country on Wednesday evenings. 

 

Scan the QR code above or go to www.piumc.org for the link to our digital campus.  
 

Make plans to join us on Sunday or Wednesday,  

visit with your friends,  

and make new ones! 

 

 



 

  

Confirmation Update 
  

We are well into our in-depth study of the Bible.  We have compared and contrasted 

the first two chapters of the Book of Genesis.  (Did you know that there are two 
different versions of the Creation Story?)  We have looked at the descendants of 

Adam and Eve, learned new things about Noah and the Ark (turns out that these 

“overlooked details” have been in the Bible all the time), and are looking into the 

family that Abraham and Sarah started. 

 

Our Confirmation Class instructors this year are Chris Dietz, Jodie Shanahan, James “Crash” Miller (our 

Online Ministry Specialist who will join us occasionally) and Tony Fink.  

 

Please keep our students and leaders in your prayers.  We ask that this will be a year of spiritual growth and 

formation as they learn more about their faith. 

 

One of the main goals of confirmation is to introduce and deepen the relationship our youth have with Jesus.  

Another main goal is to having them be active and continue to be active in the life of a local congregation so 

their faith will continue to grow throughout high school and the rest of their lives. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our 

congregation’s confirmation program.  
 

What’s Happening at Church Today? 
  

Things change here at church almost daily!  As a result, our monthly 

church calendar is updated often.   
 

To see an up-to-minute calendar, go to https://piumc.org/calendar/ to 

see the most recent version.  

 
  

 



 

  

 

Pastor Tony Will be the Spiritual Director for Emmaus Retreat 
 

Pastor Tony will be serving as the Spiritual Director for 

the 3-Day Walk to Emmaus Retreat in to be held 

February 16-19, 2023, at Lakeview United Methodist 

Healthcare Center in Fairmont, Minnesota. 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you through 

other believers. It is a three-day experience of New Testament Christianity. There are weekends in February 

for men and for women. 

 

Following the three days, participants are given an opportunity to join in small groups to support each other in 

their ongoing walk with Christ. The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the 

church. It will inspire, challenge, and equip participants for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, and places of work. Walk to Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and 
shared with others. 

 

The Upper Room’s “Walk to Emmaus” gets its name from the story in Luke 24:13-35, which provides the 

central image for the three-day experience and follow-up. Luke tells the story of that first Easter afternoon 

when the risen Christ appeared to the two disciples who were walking together along the road from 

Jerusalem to Emmaus. 

 

Who should go to an Emmaus weekend? Emmaus is 

open to members of any Christian denomination who 

are… 

• Members of a local church 

• Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives 

• May have unanswered questions about their faith 

• Willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God in 

an ongoing manner 

 

Learn more by visiting the Walk to Emmaus website. 

 

If you’d like to hear more about this retreat opportunity, please talk to one of our members of 

the Pine Island congregation who has attended this retreat in the past.  In addition to Pastor Tony, 

18 members of our congregation have participated in Unidos en Christo or The Walk to Emmaus (the Upper 

Room version of Cursillo.)  Call the church to see who is on the list. 



 

 

  



  



 


