
 

  

From Pastor Tony  

We are living in exciting times… 

 

At our January Church Council meeting, we listed Trends Impacting Church Leadership for 2023 from the 

Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC.  They are: 

• In-person attendance will continue to be lower than pre-pandemic times 

• A hybrid approach to worship is still necessary 

• Focusing on relationships is critical in the post-pandemic reality 

• Congregational giving is bouncing back but many churches still face an uncertain financial future 

• Churches increasingly employ part-time clergy and more lay staff 

 

At the January Pine Island Chamber of Commerce meeting, Mayor David Friese was our guest and told local 

business and community leaders about positive improvements and challenges in our city.  These include: 

• Installation of inclusive playground equipment and a new Pickleball/Ice Rink 

• Final stages of a multi-year infrastructure improvement project (street and sewer upgrades) 

• The possibility of new housing and new housing options 

• Collaboration with nearby local communities and the local Pine Island Area School District 

• Being the fastest growing community in Goodhue County 

 

Because our congregation is located in a vibrant and growing community, our future and possibilities are 

brighter than other small-town congregations in Minnesota.  We are already able to celebrate new members 

joining our church, new persons worshipping God with us on Sundays, more small groups starting each month, 

growing numbers of children and families active in our ministry, and increased ministry and outreach to our 

community. 

 

At the same time, we are seeing United Methodist congregations in Minnesota and across the country 

disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church, with some joining a new Global Methodist Church.  (This is 

being done even before our global 2024 United Methodist General Conference meets to make decisions 

about where our denomination is headed.  If you remember, the 2020 General Conference was postponed 

twice and eventually cancelled due to international travel restrictions relating to COVID-19.) 

 

We look forward to serving Jesus now and generations into the future.  We know that we are blessed by God 

and are not alone in our ministry – God is with us!   

 

As we move into our future, 
 

May God Bless Us! 
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We Did It! 
We are pleased to share the great news that with your 

generous help, we have been able to pay all of our 

expenses, including our 2022 apportioned share of mission 

and ministry for the United Methodist Church.   

 

(In other words, we paid our 2022 apportionments in full!  

This is our “fair share” of support for the worldwide 

mission and ministry of the UMC.)  

 

The Pine Island UMC has paid our annual apportionments 

in full for the last 35 years in a row!  Pine Island was not 

able to pay 100% in 1986… but for every remaining year for which records can be found, our apportionment 

payment has been 100%.   And we have now paid our 2022 apportionments in full, adding to our tradition of 

100% support of our worldwide mission and ministry for at least the last 38 years! 

 

Thank you to everyone who financially supported our church in 2022!! 

 

And it gets better!   

 

Your year-end donations have allowed us to pay off our bank operating loan in full! 

 

Thank You for supporting the mission and ministry of Pine Island United Methodist Church! 

 

Remember that we need your help and support in 20232! 

Make Plans to Join Us for Lent! 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 22 this year.  Ash Wednesday marks the 

40-day season of preparation called “Lent.”  Some of you will notice 

there are more than 40 days between February 22 (Ash Wednesday) 

and April 9 (the date of Easter this year).  The quick answer is that 

Sundays during Lent don’t count as traditional fasting days.  I’ll tell 

you some other time why Easter Sunday does not come on the same day (or month!) each year. 

We will have an Ash Wednesday service on February 22. 

We will then begin our Lenten Study the following Wednesday, on 

March 1.  We are still making final decisions on the book – it will be a 

Bible Study Book this year.  We are also exploring the possibility of 

having multiple times for these Wednesday classes. 

 
Make plans to join us for worship and study Wednesdays in Lent. 

 



 

  

A Pine Island UMC Small Group for Every 

Day of the Week!  
  

In small groups, people will connect with one another and make 

deeper friendships in our congregation.  Along the way, these 

groups will help us grow in our faith in Jesus Christ and encourage 

us to live more faithfully as Christians.  

 

Once each day of the week, we have a small group that meets as a 

part of Pine Island United Methodist Church!  Here’s a list of our 

Small Groups: 

• Sunday Coffee Fellowships (in the Sanctuary, Online, and in the Parking Lot starting at 10:00 am) 

• Monday Coffee Fellowship Group in Pine Island (on the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 10:00 am) 

• Tuesday “Growing in Faith” Group at 6:00 pm which focuses on accountable discipleship  

• Wednesday Evening Digital Coffeehouse at 6:00 pm at www.facebook.com/groups/piumc.digital.campus  

• Thursday Coffee Fellowship Group at 11:00 am in Zumbrota  

• Friday Coffee Fellowship Group at 10:00 am in Pine Island  

• Saturday morning Women’s Fellowship Group meets the first of each month at 9:00 am  

 

Watch for news about another group starting soon in Pine Island! 

 

There is always room to add more groups for more people to find a place where everyone knows your name 

and cares about you and your faith in Jesus! 

 

Contact the Church Office at (507) 356-4553 if you would like more information about these groups or if you 

have ideas about new groups. 
 

In addition to offering Love and Hope, we are also a Place to Belong! 

 
  

 



 

  

 

Pastor Tony Will be the Spiritual Director for Emmaus Retreat 
 

Pastor Tony will be serving as the Spiritual Director for 

the men’s 3-Day Walk to Emmaus Retreat to be 

held February 16-19, 2023, at Lakeview United 

Methodist Healthcare Center in Fairmont, Minnesota.  

The women’s weekend is February 23-26, 2023 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you through other believers. It is a three-day experience of New 

Testament Christianity. There are weekends in February for men and for women. 

 

Following the three days, participants are given an opportunity to join in small groups to support each other in 

their ongoing walk with Christ. The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the 

church. It will inspire, challenge, and equip participants for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, and places of work. Walk to Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and 
shared with others. 

 

The Upper Room’s “Walk to Emmaus” gets its name from the story in Luke 24:13-35, which provides the 

central image for the three-day experience and follow-up. Luke tells the story of that first Easter afternoon 

when the risen Christ appeared to the two disciples who were walking together along the road from 

Jerusalem to Emmaus. 

 

Who should go to an Emmaus weekend? Emmaus is 

open to members of any Christian denomination who 

are… 

• Members of a local church 

• Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives 

• May have unanswered questions about their faith 

• Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God 

in an ongoing manner 

 

Learn more by visiting the Walk to Emmaus website. 

 

If you’d like to hear more about this retreat opportunity, please talk to one of our members of 

the Pine Island congregation who has attended this retreat in the past.  In addition to Pastor Tony, 

18 members of our congregation have participated in Unidos en Christo or The Walk to Emmaus (the Upper 

Room version of Cursillo.)  Call the church to see who is on the list. 



  

What’s Happening at Church Today? 
  

Things change here at church almost daily!  As a result, our monthly 

church calendar is updated often.   
 

To see an up-to-minute calendar, go to https://piumc.org/calendar/ to 

see the most recent version.  

 
  

 

 

Coffee Fellowship Throughout the Week!  
Meet New Friends! 

 

Visit with Those You Already 

Know… 

 

Coffee Fellowship is offered every 

Sunday in the Sanctuary at  

10:00am following the 9:00 am service. 

 

Coffee, hot water, and hot chocolate is also available in the Parking 

Lot beginning at 10:00 am before the 10:30 am service.   

 

There is also the option to join us each Sunday online at our Pine Island 

UMC Digital Campus for Coffee Fellowship following the 9:00 am 

service.  The “room” will be opened up near the end of the 9:00 am service 

for those who want to join in. A worship slide will appear at the end of the 

service for those who wish to join online. 

 

 

 

We also have our "Digital Coffeehouse" on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm!  

New persons are joining us from around the country on Wednesday evenings. 

Scan the QR code above or go to www.piumc.org for the link to our digital 

campus.  
 

Make plans to join us on Sunday or Wednesday,  

visit with your friends,  

and make new ones! 

 

 



 

 

  

Winter Weather Closings 
  

It is wintertime… and the time of Winter Weather Cancelations. 

 

Our Policy at Pine Island United Methodist Church is that when the Pine Island Area 

Schools are closed, scheduled meetings and worship services will be cancelled or 

adjusted. 

 

In certain cases, if the school has an e-learning day, a meeting or a class may use a 

Zoom or Facebook option. 

 

If school is dismissed early because of the weather, church activities for that evening will be canceled or 

adjusted. 

 

Rehearsals or appointments may make adjustments as needed. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our congregation’s 

winter weather policy.  

Confirmation Update 
  

Woo Hoo!  We have completed our study of the Book of Genesis and are now 

quickly moving through the Book of Exodus.  Along the way’ we are learning things 
that are in the Bible that are not mentioned in Sunday School with children.  We have 

also learned that when the school has an “e-learning day,” … Guess what?!  We have 

a Zoom Confirmation Class!  

 

Please keep our students and leaders in your prayers.  We ask that this will be a year 

of spiritual growth and formation as they learn more about their faith. 

 

Our Confirmation Class instructors this year are Chris Dietz, Jodie Shanahan, James “Crash” Miller (our 

Online Ministry Specialist who will join us occasionally)’ and Tony Fink.  

 

One of the main goals of confirmation is to introduce and deepen the relationship our youth have with Jesus.  

Another main goal is to have them be active and continue to be active in the life of a local congregation so 

their faith will continue to grow throughout high school and the rest of their lives. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Tony if you have any questions about our 

congregation’s confirmation program.  
 



 

  

If You Go to the Hospital… 

 

 

We need your help to know who is in the hospital.  If you 

know of someone, please let the Church Office know at 
(507) 356-4553.  Pastor Tony can be reached 24 hours a day, 

7 days each week on his cellphone (507) 236-3781. 

 

Generations ago, hospitals would call churches and let them know which of their members were in the 

hospital.  More recently, local pastors had access to “religious census” reports, which listed patients by their 

church. 

 

This is no longer the case. 

 

Patients at Mayo Clinic hospitals in Rochester are now able to request an unlimited number of visitors to 

be placed on their visitor list. All visitors must be on the patient's visitor list or will not be allowed 

to visit.  A clergy person needs to be on the list so they can visit. (Yes, Pastor Tony needs to be added to 

the patient’s list in order to get through the door into the hospital.) The Children's hospital and birthing centers 

have their own adapted rules due to their particularly sensitive population. 



 

  

Thank You from the Salvation Army 
  

Thank you all for your donations of money and time during the 2022 Salvation Army Red 

Kettle Campaign in Goodhue County.  Thus far, slightly over $12,000 has been raised in 
Goodhue County, with nearly $1,000 from the Bell ringing at the Kettle in Pine Island at 

Island Market.  Most of the funds raised stay in Goodhue County and are put to work to 

assist clients facing an emergency.   

 

This past year, the Goodhue County Salvation Army assisted 82 clients with financial assistance for 

rent/deposit, car repair and household items from the Red Wing Salvation Army Store.  Many of these clients 

were not able to obtain some or all of the assistance needed through their own means and other agencies, so 

the Salvation Army was able to fill in the remaining assistance gaps. The Goodhue County Salvation Army is 

managed by a volunteer board, who oversees fund raising and spending priorities. 

 

A special thank you to Pastor Tony and Pine Island United Methodist Church for leading the Pine Island Kettle 

Campaign and for overseeing the fund raising. 2022 was the best year in Kettle donations from Pine 

Island! Again, thank you to all who donated money and time. 

 

For more information on the Goodhue Salvation Army, please contact Tom Kuelbs at (651) 746-3566, or stop 

in the Red Wing Store and speak with Stacy McConnel. 

 

Blessings and all the best,  

Tom Kuelbs 

Minnesota Field Representative 

The Salvation Army 

  

Thank you to members and friends of our 
congregation who sent Christmas Cards and 
Family Christmas Letters to us!  It warmed our 
heart to receive your cards and wishes – and it 
was fun hearing the news from your family.   
 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness. 
 
Joleen and Tony Fink 
  

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 


