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Back in 1987, when I was a brand new pastor, 

 I preached a sermon at Thief River Falls United Methodist  

  On this passage 

 

To make a long story short,  

 That sermon clocked in at 45 minutes 

 

As I shook hands and greeted the people after the service,  

 They were gracious to me 

But I was told,  

Your sermon was 45 minutes 

You can do that once 

 

Once. 

I’m not going to do it again today 

 

There is a lot to cover and unpack in this story 

 that lasts this entire chapter John to tell 

I’m not going to be able to cover it all 

 

But as you heard the story,  

 I hope that you noticed a couple of things 

 

The chapter begins with a common theological question 

When bad stuff happens, who do we blame? 

 

A baby is born blind. 

Whose fault is it? 

Did the baby somehow do something sinful in his mother’s womb? 

 

Or are the parents being punished for something they did? 

And if it’s the parents’ fault, why is the newborn baby cursed? 

 

This is the question that sets up this chapter-long story 

 

It ends with Jesus demonstrating unmerited, healing grace, 

 And the healed man worshiping Jesus as his Lord. 

Jesus said, "Do you believe in the Human One?"  
36 He answered, "Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him."  
37 Jesus said, "You have seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you."  
38 The man said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshipped Jesus. 

Sometimes we waste our time  

  arguing and trying to figure out who to point our fingers at  

  and looking for someone to blame, 

 And we completely miss seeing the love and the grace of Jesus  

  and the abundant life he offers to us 

 

When have we blamed someone else for their predicament –  

 And completely forgotten that we are called by Jesus to help? 

 

And did you notice that it takes an entire chapter  

  for this man who was born blind 

  to completely and fully receive, not just physical sight,  

  but also spiritual insight? 

Yeah, by verse seven he can see… 

But the story keeps going… 

"The man they call Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes, and said, 'Go 

to the Pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went and washed, and then I could 

see." 

– John 9:11 

The healed man starts out by only understanding that  

 Jesus was “a man they call Jesus”,  

 But by verse 17, he thinks that Jesus is a prophet 

  Someone who is close to God and listens to God 

By verse 25, he is defending Jesus  

 Against the powerful Pharisees 

"I don't know whether he's a sinner. Here's what I do know:  

I was blind and now I see."  

And then two verses later, 

"I already told you, and you didn't listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you want to become his disciples too?" 

– John 9:27 

And he pumps up the volume after that 

"This is incredible! You don't know where he is from, yet he healed my 

eyes! 31 We know that God doesn't listen to sinners. God listens to anyone 

who is devout and does God's will. 32 No one has ever heard of a healing of 

the eyes of someone born blind. 33 If this man wasn't from God, he couldn't 

do this." 

– John 9:30-33 
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Do you see how he is beginning to comprehend more and more 

 And say more and more about Jesus? 

 

And we finally hear him say, 

"Lord, I believe." And he worshipped Jesus. 

– John 9:38 

He has come to perceive that Jesus is the  

 Human One 

 Son of Man 

 The divine, God-sent apocryphal figure  

  For whom the people of God were waiting  

   to come and save them 

 

Sometimes it takes a while for us to fully appreciate  

 The extraordinary work of God in our lives 

 

Yeah, fresh, newborn, first-time commitment faith 

 Is a wonderful and glorious thing 

That’s perhaps the reason I love church camp so much – 

 I get to witness the wonder of this firsthand each year 

 

But so is the faith that takes a lifetime to build, 

  A faith that comes from lived experience with God 

  And seeing evidence of God’s grace in our life 

 A faith that is deeply experienced  

  With a peace that passes all understanding 

 

Now, if I had another 35 minutes 

 I could then walk you through how the Pharisees 

  Became more and more blind as the chapter progresses 

 

From curiosity as to how Jesus gave this man the gift of sight 

  Note here that Jesus didn’t just restore the man’s sight 

  Jesus gave him the gift of sight that he never had before 

From curiosity about Jesus, to calling Jesus a sinner, 

  Along with the man who was healed 

   Just before they threw him out of the synagogue 

 

If nothing else, remember this… 

Don’t be like those Pharisees who are in this story 

 

Be like the one who was healed and saved 

The one who didn’t just thank Jesus as his Savior,  

 But who also worshiped him as his Lord 

 

The Apostle Paul tells us through his letter to the Ephesians, 
8 You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, so live your 

life as children of light. 9 Light produces fruit that consists of every sort of 

goodness, justice, and truth.  

– Ephesians 5:8-9 

Let’s live as those who are living in the light of Jesus 

 And living our lives in service to our Lord. 

 

We started this Season of Lent with the question, 

 If you knew that you only had 40 days  

  in which to live the rest of your life,  

 how would you live it? 

 

What do you want, or need to do, to prepare 

 To come closer to Jesus? 

 To come closer to people here on earth? 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 

As we get ready to understand the mystery  

 of what Jesus has already done for us on the cross  

 of what Jesus has already done for us on with the empty tomb 

What actions will your take,  

  What disciplines will you participate in, 

 To help you come closer to Jesus? 

 

Today is UMCOR Sunday 

 

Later we will hear a tiny bit more 

 About how we make a difference in the world by our actions 

  and by showing what the love of Jesus can do 

 

 

(Joys and Concerns / Pastoral Prayer) 

 


